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Fellow DMM Optimists, 

It is hard to believe we are already in the middle of the third quarter of this Optimist 
year! It has been a true joy traveling throughout our District and visiting clubs along 
the way. I continue to be inspired and amazed by the incredible projects, service, 
and dedication demonstrated by our clubs. Everywhere I go, I witness members 
Sharing Your Optimism, Promoting Growth, and BEEing the Change in your clubs, 
communities, and everyday lives.  Thank you all for your efforts in building our clubs. 
Growth happens when we welcome new members, share our passion for Optimism, 
and inspire others through kindness, fellowship, and leadership.  

I invite each of you to the 2026 DMM Convention in Rapid City in August. (See 
Registration Form attached on page 9.) The Convention committee is working 
effortlessly to put together a program that will inspire and create lasting connections 
for our members. As we continue through this Optimist year, let us plant seeds of 
encouragement, foster meaningful connections for our new members, celebrate 
successes both big and small, and work together to make a lasting difference. 
Thank you for all you do to create brighter futures—because when Optimists lead 
with heart, we truly will… BEE the Change! 

Optimistically - Governor Cricket 

 

Side note:  You will notice that our newsletter is filled with “How To” suggestions designed 
to help strengthen your skills and inspire new ideas. We encourage you to use these 
tips as a guide toward making small improvements — because even the smallest 
positive changes can lead to meaningful growth over time. 
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What is the mission of                    
DMM Optimists? 

By providing hope and positive vision, 
Optimists bring out the best in youth, 

our communities and ourselves 

 

Governor:                        
Kristi “Cricket” Palmer      
605-490-3424  
governor@optimist-dmm.org 
 

Secretary:                          
Don Berger 
secretary@optimist-dmm.org 
 

Treasurer:                     
Chuck Gitzen  
treasurer@optimist-dmm.org 
 

 

Optimist Foundation: 
Mark Kline 
Markline6275@yahoo.com 
 
DMM Website: 
www.optimist-dmm.org 
 

Facebook:   
DMM District Optimist Members 
 

Optimist International: 
www.optimist.org 
 

Optimist Institute: 
https//:optimist.tovuti.io 
 
 

Signature DMM Chairs: 
Essay Contest:                 
Bruce Balfanz 
babalfanz@msn.com 
 

Visual Arts Contest: 
Susan Fix 
fixks@newulmtel.net 
 

Oratorical Contest:      
 Linnea Solem 
linneasolem@comcast.net 
 

Communication Contest for 
Deaf & Hard of Hearing:    
Jeri Gorman 
jeri.gorman@gmail.com        
 

JOI Clubs:                             
Dan Steger 
dpsteger@gmail.com 
 

Junior Golf: 
Steve Lindgren & Mark Lowe 
Stevelindgren07@comcast.net 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Newsletter Editor:           
Wanita Parker              
wanita1110@yahoo.com 
 

 

A note from your DMM Governor… 
 

 

 How to….Bee the Change  

mailto:Dberger0632@gmail.com
mailto:Markline6275@yahoo.com
http://www.optimist-dmm.org/
http://www.optimist.org/
mailto:babalfanz@msn.com
mailto:fixks@newulmtel.net
mailto:linneasolem@comcast.net
mailto:dpsteger@gmail.com
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Optimism isn’t just a mindset—it’s a skill you can build (and unlike assembling banquet 
tables, there are no extra screws left over). As members of Optimist International, we’re 
part of a global movement focused on bringing out the best in youth, our communities, and 
ourselves. Here’s how you can strengthen your optimism while also using OI tools to 
support your club’s success. 
 

Start with Positive Focus 
Optimists don’t ignore challenges—they choose to focus on possibilities. When something 
doesn’t go as planned, ask: What can we learn? What’s the next step? This mindset helps 
your club stay energized and forward-thinking. 
 

Turn Action into Impact  
Optimism grows when you take action. Whether it’s organizing a youth event or 
volunteering, each project builds confidence and purpose. That’s why documenting your 
work matters—it shows the real impact your club is making.  
 

Share your Achievements 
Submitting a project report is one of the easiest ways to celebrate your success and inspire 
others. Here’s a simple approach: Gather key details: project name, date, location, and 
number of participants. Describe the purpose: what need did your project address? 
Highlight outcomes: who benefited and how? Submit through OI: log in to the OI website 
and follow the reporting steps. These reports not only track your achievements—they also 
help share ideas across clubs worldwide. (see page 3 that will show you How to… Enter 
Your Events to access your Club Project Impact Report.)  
 

Professional Development  
The Optimist International Institute website offers a variety of helpful videos to support 
members at every level. To access them: Log in to the Optimist International Institute 
website. Navigate to the member resources or training section. Browse available video 
topics (leadership, project ideas, club growth, and more). Watch at your own pace and 
share with fellow members. These videos are a great way to stay inspired and learn new 
ways to strengthen your club—plus you can pause them whenever someone says, 
“Wait…where do I click?” (see page 4 that says How to…Professional Development 
Program.) 
 

Share Optimism Daily 
People imagine change happening through dramatic moments: a bold decision, a 
breakthrough, or a movie-style montage with inspirational music. But real progress is 
usually quieter. 
Skills grow through daily practice. Trust builds through small acts like listening, showing up, 
or replying to texts before they become historical documents. Communities get stronger 
because ordinary people keep helping each other. These moments may seem insignificant, 
but they compound. 
In a world obsessed with instant results, we expect success after one workout and inner 
peace after downloading a meditation app. But meaningful change is gradual. Most people 
do not need to reinvent themselves to build a better future—they just need to keep moving 
in the right direction.  
 
 

 

President Kendall from 
Optimist International 

joined us via ZOOM for 
our 3rd quarter DMM 

conference. 
 

President Tom Kendall 
encouraged all members to 
Bee the Change—and that 
begins with each of us. 
 
One of the most meaningful 
ways to share optimism is by 
expanding our reach. Invite 
someone to join you at a 
meeting — one simple 
invitation can spark a lasting 
connection. You might also 
consider starting a new 
Optimist club in a nearby 
community. 
 
If your club is currently 
below its membership goal, 
now is the perfect time to 
act. Let’s work together to 
bring your numbers back to 
+0—or even beyond. Each 
new member adds fresh 
energy, new ideas, and 
greater opportunities to 
serve. 
 
I’m truly proud of everything 
we’ve accomplished this 
year.  
 
Let’s keep the momentum 
going—keep inviting, keep 
growing, and keep bee-ing 
the change. 
 

We can do this. 
 

Be the Change: Grow 
our Optimist Family

How to… Be An Optimist – Lead as a Winner!               
Make the Most of Your Club’s Tools 

 

Process for requesting membership 
pins and brochures.   The links below 
will allow you to do both. 

Membership brochures 

https://forms.office.com/r/z2B05NDDqL 

Link to order New Member Pins 

https://forms.office.com/r/6MErb8ZfL4 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/r/z2B05NDDqL
https://forms.office.com/r/6MErb8ZfL4


 3 

 

  
 

 

 
 

How to… Enter Your Events on the 
Club Project Impact Report 

 

 

Step 1: Log in to Optimist International website – www.optimist.org 
Left Corner of the screen:  Enter your Optimist Leaders log in – Click Enter 

Step 2: Enter your email address and your password – Click login 
This will take you to the Optimist leaders screen 

Step 3: Under club level  Click on your club - Scroll to bottom of screen 
Step 4: Select Club Project Impact Report (It should say Welcome Club with your club’s 

 number) 
Step 5:  Click on the blue - Start New Project Report. 
 
Follow the prompts - Answer the following questions…. 
1.   Is the project a Signature Program (OI project example-oratorical) or Community Project  

Click  Next 
2.   Select Project Type – Click next 
3.   Which group did you serve?  Click next 
4.   Approximate number of youth that were served?  Click next 
5.   Approximate number of volunteers?  Click next  
6.   Volunteer hours per person?  Click Next (it will total number of hours) 
7.   Cost of Project?  Click next 
8.   Did you collaborate with any other organization? Yes or No? Click next 
9.   If yes, it will ask you What organization did you collabtorate with – (Drop Down box - if 
your organization that you collaborated with is not there, select – other - then Click next 
10. Additional Information – this is where you share about the program. Click next.   
11. Review and Submit - Confirm that information is accurate and complete – if so,  
12. Click submit. 
13. Screen will populate back to your original login screen 
 
Note:  Once you have clicked on submit, you cannot delete that report. Your report will be 
saved and added to any of your information that you have already submitted. Just an FYI, 
OI is working on tweaking the report before the end of the year so they can be edited or 
deleted if you forgot and previously added an event.   
 
If you should have questions, you can watch the video on the Optimist Institue Website or 
contact Optimist International representative Amy Keller at amy.keller@optimist.org 
 

 

Save the Dates for 
2026-2027 

Upcoming Events 
2026 

Optimist Junior Golf 
Tournament - June 15, 
2026 Highland National 
Golf Course, St. Paul, MN 
 

For more Information  
Optimist International 
Junior Golf - Dakotas-
Manitoba-Minnesota 
District #35 
 
Optimist International 
Convention:    
June 28–July 2, 2026  
Jacksonville, FL 
 
Fourth Quarter DMM 
Convention:         
August 21-22, 2026 
Rapid City, SD – 
Registration form attached 
to this newsletter. 
 

All DMM Meetings will 
be held in Watertown, 

South Dakota 
 
DMM 1st Quarter Board 
Meeting – October 23 & 
24, 2026 
 
DMM 2nd Quarter Board 
Meeting  TBD 
 
DMM 3rd Quarter Board 
Meeting with Oratorical 
Contest – April 2 & 3, 
2027 
 
DMM Convention 
August 20 & 21, 2027 
 

For more information, 
contact Carmen Bakken, 

Governor Elect at 
carmenbakkendmm@gmail.com 
 
 

 

Have you elected your officers for 2026 and updated those names on your club’s page with 
Optimist International? Names are due now. 
If you have updated your officers on the OI website, all Presidents, Secretaries, Treasurers, 
and Foundation Representatives should have received an email from Optimist International 
with a new password to enroll in the OI Institute for officer training. This is a suggested 
required training for officers.  (Even if you have been treasurer for 25 years for your club.) 
To sign in: 
Step 1:  Use the email address currently on file with Optimist International  
Step 2:  Use the Institute password: 2026institute  
Once signed in, you’ll find a variety of training materials. Be sure to select the officer training 
for your specific position. Most training programs include about four sections to complete. 
When finished, you should receive a certificate of completion. 
Some sections also include a short quiz after the training materials. If you answer a 
question incorrectly, the correct answer will be shown, and you can continue right away — 
so no pressure! 
 

How to… Officer Training for   
Optimist International Institute 

http://www.optimist.org/
https://www.optimist-dmm.org/junior-golf/
https://www.optimist-dmm.org/junior-golf/
https://www.optimist-dmm.org/junior-golf/
https://www.optimist-dmm.org/junior-golf/
mailto:carmenbakkendmm@gmail.com
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Vice President Tom Lloyd joined our DMM  
3rd Quarter Conference in Watertown, SD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

  

 

 

 

 

The Professional Development Program, commonly called PDP, was revamped in 
September 2025. Everyone starts at level 1. The PDP is accessed through the Optimist 
Institute. 

Step 1:  Go to https://optimist.tovuti.io/ 

Note that all Optimist Institute memberships expire on April 30 each year.  On May 1 or the 
first time you log into the Optimist Institute after May 1, you will need to renew your 
subscription. For renewal instructions, please reach out to DMM Leadership Development 
Chair Susan Fix or Governor Cricket Palmer. If you are a first time member, your password 
is 2026institute. 

Step 2:  Log in with your email address and password  

Below are two ways to access the Professional Development. 

• Click on Courses in the left pane, select Professional Development Program in the 
Category box at the top, and click on the Search button. 

• Click on Courses by Category and scroll down to select Professional Development 
Program and then click on either the name at the top or the blue View Courses 
button. 

There are five activities in each level. 
1. Self-Exploration 
2. Personal Leadership Development 
3. Leading Others 
4. Communication Skills 
5. Community Involvement 

The first four activities may include taking a self-exploration quiz on another website, 
reading about the topic, watching a video, placing correct words in a sentence, and taking 
a quiz to ensure you understand the material.   
 

If there is a video, you must watch and listen to the entire video.  Look at the time that 
displays at the bottom of the screen to make sure it has run out before going to the next 
item.  When you finish one activity, the progress circle will show that you have completed 
20% of that level.  
 

For each Community Involvement activity, take a selfie and upload that. That is reviewed 
by someone at Optimist International and may take two weeks or longer. 
All five activities in a level must be completed before you can advance to the next level. 
 

If you have any questions, please reach out to Cheryl Bergstrom, the DMM PGI/PDP 
Chair at ckbergstrom@hotmail.com. 
 

How to… Professional Development Program  
Optimist International Institute 

 
• Enter your new 

2026-27 officers 
through the 
Optimist 
International 
website. 
 

• Register  for the 
Convention in 
Rapid City South 
Dakota – form 
attached. 
 

• Fill out the Club 
Impact Report on 
the Optimist 
International 
Website before 
September 30, 
2026 (use to be the 
pride report) 
 

• Ask a friend to join 
your club. Get 
your Optimist Club 
membership back 
to +0 or beyond 
 

• Presidents – be 
sure to submit a 
member from your 
club for the BEE 
the Change 
Awards to our 
DMM Governor.  

 
 

 

How to… Turn Your Win 
Into Impact –

What’s left to do before 
September 30, 2026

Vice President Tom shared his insights on our DMM Optimist Clubs. At present, our 
District has 1,402 members and is down by 22 members. While we have not yet started 
any new clubs this year, this presents an opportunity for growth and renewed focus. 
His message is simple and powerful: Be a Hero—stand up for youth. The world needs 
more Optimists—people just like you—who are willing to make a difference in their 
communities. 
Let’s continue to Bee the Change by inspiring others, growing as leaders, and creating 
lasting change in our communities. The best is yet to come. 

 

https://optimist.tovuti.io/


 5 

How to… Make Your Win Matter – 
Congratulations to our DMM Members & Clubs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Member Sponsors for this Year 
Gabby Stewart of Sioux Falls Sioux Valley Club – 6 new members 
JoAnne Pelzer of South Winnipeg Club –2 new members  
Larry Pelzer of South Winnipeg Club – 2 new members 
Sally Damm Norby of Brookings Club - 2 new members 
Greg Honl of Hartford Area Optimist Club –2 new members 
Wanita Parker of Saint Cloud Morning Club - 2 new members 
Daryl Derzlman of Bismarck Optimist Club –2 new members 
Don Salverda of Roseville Area Optimist Club – 2 new members 
Jill Slobolski of Watertown Optimist Club – 2 new members 
 

Third Quarter Reimbursed Registrations  
Qualified by attending First Quarter meeting and sponsoring a new member  
Cindy Bode – New Ulm Club 
Sally Damm Norby – Brookings Club 
Terry Gorman – Saint Paul and Roseville Clubs 
Mark Kline – Rushmore Club 
Jack Parker – Saint Cloud Morning Club 
Wanita Parker- Saint Cloud Morning Club 
Dottie Seamans – Saint Cloud Morning Club 
Dale Okland – Saint Cloud Morning Club 
Nicki Blake-Bradley – Saint Cloud Morning Club 
Kathy Reiser – Grand Forks Club 
Larry Pelzer – South Winnipeg Club 
 
Sweetheart of a Deal  Sponsored two new members in the month of 
February -  Jill Slobolski of Watertown Optimist Club – 2 new members. 
Jill was the $50.00 winner from the raffle drawing. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

How to… Win With Purpose - OI Presidential 
Incentive Club Recognition Program 2025-2026 

Merit Club:   
• Grow Club by Net +0 members (Maintain beginning 

October 1 membership count) 
• Make a non-restricted contribution to the OIF or CCOF 

of at least $100.00 
• Be current on District and International dues and fees  

Honor Club: 
• Meet Merit Club Requirements plus Grow Club by Net 

+3 members 
Distinguished Club: 

• Meet Honor Club Requirements plus one of the 
following: 
o Grow Club by Net +15 members or 
o Charter one or more new Clubs 

  

Honor Clubs for 2024-2025 
Minnesota Valley Optimist Club of 
Mankato 
(Pat Thompson – President) 
 

Mitchel Area, South Dakota Optimist Club 
(Roger Arendt – President) 
 

Worthington Optimist Club 
(Peggy Meier – President) 
 
Distinguished Clubs for 2024-2025 
Saint Paul Optimist Club 
(Karen James – President) 
 
Saint Cloud Morning Optimist Club 
Wanita Parker & Nicki Blake-Bradley     
(Co-Presidents) 
 
Distinguished Lt. Governor            
for   2024-2025 
Chuck Spavin – West St. Paul Optimist 
Club 
 

Past Governor               
Gary Lambert presents 

awards for year 2024-2025 
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DMM DMM2025-26 

Growth & Incentive Awards 
 

How to… Keep Winning – 
DMM 2025-2026 Growth & Incentive Awards 

 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

SHARE YOUR OPTIMISM 
DMM PROMOTE GROWTH INCENTIVES: 

DMM Get New Members:  
Clubs will receive $25 for each NET NEW 
MEMBER above their October 1 membership 
count. Cash awards will be paid at the end of each 
quarter based on the Optimist International 
Scoreboard membership reports. 
 
Two DMM Sponsor-a-Member Raffles:  
Earn one entry into a DMM drawing for each new 
club member that you sponsor from October 1 to 
March 15 and one additional entry for sponsoring 
a new member between March 16 to September 
15, 2026. (One cash prize of $120 for each 
drawing) 
 

Member Incentive Program - Here is an idea 
of what your club can offer for a Member 
Incentive. 
 

Encourage your members to share their optimism 
with a friend. Any new member who joins your club 
before September 15 will receive a $25 discount on 
membership dues for next year, reducing their 
2026-27 annual membership fee. 
(Remember your club will be paid by the DMM 
$25.00 for each new net member above the club’s 
October 1 membership.) It’s a win, win!  Let’s keep 
building our clubs and sharing the spirit of 
Optimism in our community!   

 

New Ambassador Club starting in the DMM 
District.  This virtual club will provide an opportunity 
for adult members in smaller communities who are 
unable to attract the 15 members needed to charter 
a club; former members of disbanded clubs who 
still wish to support Optimist programs, and 
individuals removed from local clubs who remain 
committed to Optimist activites.  The Ambassador 
Club allows new members to be able to attend local 
meetings, DMM meetings, conventions and vote.  
It’s a perfect opportunity to strengthen our Optimist 
District.  If you know of someone that would benefit 
joining this club, please contact Don Berger at 
dberger0632@gmail.com or 320-248-0632.  

 

CLUB MEMBER 
 “BEE THE CHANGE” AWARDS 

3rd Quarter DMM Awards  
Bringing out the Best in Youth – Recipient 
Jack Parker – St.  Cloud Morning Optimist Club 
 

Bringing out the Best in their Community – Recipient 
Dottie Seamans – St. Cloud Morning Optimist Club  

 
 
 

CLUB MEMBER 
 “BEE THE CHANGE” AWARDS 

Who will be next at 4th Quarter? 
Bringing out the Best in Youth 

1. Participated in at least one club youth program 
2. Sponsored at least one new member 
3. Donated to the OIF or CCOF Dime-A-Day 

($36.50) 
4. Demonstrates OPTIMISM in their daily life. 
5. Written nomination by the Club President for a 

member that has excelled in the above items 
 

Bringing out the Best in their Community – 
1. Participating in at least one club community 

program/event 
2. Sponsoring at least one new member 
3. Donating to the OIF or CCOF Dime-A-Day 

($36.50) 
4. Demonstrates OPTIMISM in their daily life.       
5. Written nomination by the Club President for a 

member that has excelled in the above items 
 

Bringing out the Best in Themselves 
1. Participating in and completion of two levels of 

the Optimist Institute Professional Development 
Program (PDP) 

2. Sponsoring at least one new member 
3. Donating to the OIF or CCOF Dime-A-Day 

($36.50) 
4. Demonstrates OPTIMISM in their daily life. 
5. Written nomination by the Club President for a 

member that has excelled in the above items 
 

Nominate your club member by emailing Governor 
Cricket at governor@optimist-dmm.org               

Be sure to include: Nominees contact information and 
description of participation. 
* One nominee in each category will receive a $50 cash 
award. 

* All nominees will receive a certificate of recognition. 

* Nominations Due By: September 15 
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How to… Turn a WIN into a Journey -                                         
Contest Winners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
1st Place – Neil Vartak, Bloomington Optimist Club 
 

2nd Place - Isabella Reif, Brandon Valley Optimist Club 
 

3rd Place - Nethra Alladi, Eden Praire Optimist Club 
 

Special thank you to Linnea Solum for chairing the 
Oratorical Contest and to all clubs that participated. 
 

 
 
 

 

Oratorical Contest
Winners

Visual Arts Contest
Optimist International Winners

 

  

 
Club, St Cloud Morning Optimist Club, Optimist Club of 
St Paul, Optimist Club of Prior Lake, Bismark Optimist 
Club, Brandon Valley Optimist Club, Optimist Club Of 
Transcona, Optimist Club of Brookings, Optimist Club of 
New Ulm, Optimist Club of Glen Lake, Eden Prairie 
Optimist Club, St Croix Optimist Club.  All participants 
wrote great essays. They were very enjoyable to read. 
 
1st Place -  Paige Njos, Bismark Optimist Club 
 

2nd Place -  Mikaela Rodriguez, Optimist Club of  
       South Winnipeg 

 

3rd Place -  Adora Odita, Transcona Optimist Club 
 
Special thank you to Bruce Belfanz for chairing the 
Essay Contest and to all clubs that participated. 
 

 

  
 
 

 

Essay Contest
Winners

DMM Communication Contest for the 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing (CCDHH)

Winners

 

“The Moment I Realized I 
Belonged – My Definition of 

Community” 
 
 
 

Over 27 students across the DMM participated in this 
year's contest. Eight students qualified for the District 
contest and seven were able to participate.  We had 
students representing each of our areas - Manitoba, MN, 
ND, SD.  

Optimist International received many creative and 
beautiful works of art from many talented young artists 
from around the nation.  Our DMM District had three 
international winners! 
 

8-11 Category 
Kari Nessler, age 11, New Ulm Optimist Club 
Farhan Hanski, age 11, St. Cloud Morning Optimist Club 
Anya Sazonova, age 10, South Winnipeg Optimist Club  
 

These amazing artists will receive a monetary prize, and 
their artwork will be displayed on a special set of 
notecards.  Notecards will be available in time for the 
Optimist International Convention.   
Special thank you to Susan Fix for chairing the DMM 
Visual Arts Contest and to all clubs that participated. 

“Be Bold – Be the Change” 

1st Place - Aliyah Kleven Saint Croix 
Valley Optimist Club. 

Special thank you to Jeri Gorman 
for chairing this event and to all our 
clubs that sponsored a participant. 

“How My Acts of Service Help 
Me Understand What My 

Community Means to Me” 
 

We had 14 clubs participate in the 
Essay contest. South Winnipeg 
Optimist Club, Bloomington Optimist 
club, Central MN Noon Optimist 

“The Moment I Realized I 
Belonged — My Definition of 
Community”  
he Moment I Realized I 
Belonged — My Definition of 
Community”  
 

Optimist International 
Foundation DMM Awards 

President Club awards: (Unrestricted gift of $250) Sue Fix, Jim Bisek, 
Linnea Solem, Ken Munch, Linda Bedard 
 
365 Club awards- (Club donating $365) Rapid City Optimist Club, 
Optimist Club of Sioux Falls- Sioux Valley, Optimist Club of Richfield, 
MN, Hartford Area Optimist Club 
 

Eminent Benefactor Award- (lifetime 
donation of $10,000) - James Bisek 
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How to… Invest in Optimism - 
Optimist International Foundation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Optimist International Foundation gives members a 
powerful way to support and invest in the future of 
Optimism. Through scholarships, leadership programs, 
club grants, and youth initiatives, the Foundation helps 
turn optimism into action. 
 
Congratulations are in order for the ST Paul Optimist 
Club.  Their Club is the first in the district to get 100% 
Dime A Day participation!  Way to go!  Who’s going to 
be next? 

As we approach our 4th quarter meeting, keep pushing 
members to do the Dime a Day.  It’s a low bar to hit and 
you can literally use your change to Bee The Change!  Or, 
take up a special collection to become a $365 Club.  We 
have four but I would love to see 10 or 20 make it.  

Dime a Day Awards -100% Club - St. Cloud Morning 
Optimist Club (For a club with 100% of their members 
donating to Dime-a-Day).  

Dime a Day Awards- ($36.50 individual donation to 
OIF) Betty Beer, Kent Dunder, John Ashland, Arnold 
Odefey, John Bjostad, Randy Johnson, Donald 
Anderson, Steven Lindgren, Dennis Dietzler, Floyd 
Sjostrand, Michael Fogarty, Patrick Dale, Douglas Kleist, 
Val Carroll, Phillip Santos, Charles Sharratt, Rod Sather, 
James Bisek, Virginia Bisek, Winona Javir, Kenneth 
Munch, David Martin, Larry Klement, Wayne Kreger, 
Carl Fordahl, Greg Honl, John McCarty, Donna Robole, 
Gary Havir, Mark Troendle, Melissa Taphorn, Vicki 
Walsh, Christine Smith, Sara Letourneau, Gary Lambert, 
Marcia Lambert, Bruce Balfanz, Susan Osborne, Linda 
Bedard, Kirk Helm, Mark Kline, Carmen Bakken, Malcom 
Chapman, Kristi Palmer, Randy Smart, Cindy Nelson, 
Nicolas Johnson, Donald Berger, Dale Oakland, Nicola 
Blake-Bradley, Terry Gorman, Jeri Gorman, Linnea 
Solem, Gita Hendricks, Kara Peterson, Amanda Painter, 
Cheryl Bergstrom, Valerie Engels, Susan Fix, Cynthis 
Bode, Holli Loeber, Phil Hogie, Darrylin Hogie, Stacey 
Adam, Sally Damm Dorby, Dave Norby, Dee Bormann, 
Dave Peterson, Robert Hurd, Betty Beer Franklin, Carol 
Thomas, Janet Brubakken, Holli Thomas, Paul Richter, 
Steven Hogie. 

 

 

 

  
 
This handmade treasure could soon belong to YOU! 
We are excited to announce a wonderful donation that 
we’ll begin raffling off right away. An Optimist Club in our 
District has generously donated a beautiful full-size 
handmade quilt for the DMM Convention in Rapid City! 
All proceeds will benefit the Optimist International 
Foundation. 
As you can see, this quilt is truly “Optimistic” — filled 
with uplifting sayings and plenty of “Bee Positive” spirit. 
Chances are just $5.00 each!  
Even if you can’t attend the 4th Quarter Convention, you  
have an opportunity to win this gorgeous quilt. Later, we 
will offer online entries. But, for now you can enter by 
mailing your check along with your phone number to 
me. Please make checks payable to: Optimist 
Foundation, and I will enter your name into the drawing 
to be held during the convention. 
 

Optimist Foundation  
Mark Kline, Optimist Foundation Chair 
413 East Anamosa Street,  
Rapid City, SD  57701 
 

If not for you, buy a few tickets and gift this beautiful quilt 
to your “Optimist of the Year” — or to a special Optimist 
you would like to recognize and thank for spreading 
kindness and hope. Thank you for helping us share 
warmth, encouragement, and optimism — one stitch at 
a time! 
 

If you are looking to bring a basket for the silent 
auction, please start now to ask for donations.  (Let me 
know if you need some information on the OIF 
accomplishments last year.)  There’s a lot of themes you 
can do:  Bee the Change, 250th Birthday USA, and 
multiple Western SD themes (buffalo, crazy horse, Mt. 
Rushmore, Native Culture…) Don’t buy anything.  I 
would rather have you donate $50 to the OIF than buy 
$50 worth of items that might only sell for $35.  Or, bring 
that mystery white elephant gift again.  That was fun and 
you might even re-gift what you won in October!   

Optimistically Yours, Mark Kline, District Foundation 
Representative 
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          Share Your Optimism   
     Promote Growth 

   BEE the Change 
                                

For more information contact: Governor Cricket, Convention Chair @ governor@optimist-dmm.org (605)490-3424 
 

Please Join Us for the 2026 DMM Optimist Convention 
August 21-22, 2026  ~ Rapid City, SD 

 

Convention Venue Information 
The Shrine Club 

4091 Sturgis Road, Rapid City, SD 57702 
Lodging Options Information 

         1. Best Western Ramkota: $159.00/night (Mention Optimist) 
             2111 North Lacrosse St - (605) 569-4667 
         2. Choice Hotels: $125-$159.00/night (no block of rooms) 
             Various options: www.choicehotels.com  
         2. Coyote Inn, SD National Guard lodging: $44.00/night 
             2823 West Main Street: CALL Cricket:(605) 490-3424 

 
Registration Information  

         Club Member Early Bird Registration “on or Before July 24”             $125.00 
         Guest Registration (Spouse, Friend, Non-members)                        $100.00 
         Club Member Late Registration “after July 24”                                  $135.00 
(Registration includes Thursday evening defroster, Friday morning officer breakfast, Friday evening Mt. 

Rushmore Tour (transportation provided), meal and lighting ceremony. Saturday morning breakfast, 
luncheon and banquet meal & entertainment and all snacks and beverages.) 

 
Events and Festivities 

• Thursday: 6:00pm Storybook Island Shelter - Defroster event (Early arrivals):  
• Friday: 7:30-11:30am: DMM Officer Training at The Shrine Center  
• Friday: 1:00 – 10:00pm: Convention begins at The Shrine Center & concludes at Mt. 

Rushmore with dinner and the lighting ceremony (transportation provided) 
• Saturday: 9:00am – 10:00pm: Convention continues at The Shrine Center & concludes 

with the DMM Banquet 
 

Registration and Payment Options: 
 

 Online Registration Form: Option for Online payments or mail a check 
(all on-line payments please add $3 fee) 

 
 


