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1st Quarter DMM and Great Plains Region Meeting 

November 5-7 2010                                                Contact: Glen Anderegg 
Holiday Inn      416 17th Avenue 
3 Appletree Square                                                  Brookings, SD 57006 
Bloomington, MN 55425                                        605-692-4925 
www.optimist.org/pdc                                             ganderegg@brookings.net 
1-800-465-4329 
 
2nd Quarter DMM Meeting                                             

January 7-8, 2011      Hosts: Watertown Optimists 
Watertown Events Center /     Contact: Mark Ziegler 
Best Western Ramkota Hotel           605-886-2117 
West Highway 212                    mziegler@wat.midco.net 
Watertown, SD 57201     Contact: Carmen Bakken 
1-800-528-1234                                                          605-881-1348 
                                                                                    cvb@visitwatertownsd.com 
 
3rd Quarter DMM Meeting      

March 18-19, 2011      Hosts: Sioux Falls Clubs 
Best Western Doublewood Inn 
3333 13th Ave. S.  
Fargo, ND 58103 
1-800-433-3235 
 
4th Quarter/DMM Convention      

August 18-20, 2011     Contact: Lonnie Bertsch   
Ramkota Inn      701-220-8856  
800 South 3rd St     elbyz@hotmail.com 
1-800-937-8376/701-258-7700   Contact: Faye Miller 
Bismarck, ND 58501     701-400-5303  
       otto11@bis.midco.net 
 
Optimist International Convention      

July 3 – 5, 2011      Contact: Susan Fix                          
Baltimore Marriott Waterfront    507-276-2356 
700 Aliceanna St.     fixks@newulmtel.net  
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
410-385-0330 
www.optimist.org/convention 
 
 
   
 

 

 2010 – 2011 DMM and GREAT PLAINS 
MEETING SCHEDULE   
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Dear Optimist, 
 
Isn’t it great to be an Optimist? Aren’t you truly happy that one 
day, someone thought enough of you to invite you to join an 
Optimist Club? I know that being an Optimist has been a 
tremendous blessing to me. It has been great for my heart. What 
a privilege it is to serve you and all other optimists as President 
of Optimist International. Wow! 

Chances are that you, too, are an Optimist leader. 
Congratulations! I think it is awesome that we have the 
opportunity to lead together this year. Leadership is many 
things. It is setting the example. It is making decisions. It is 
building and maintaining a team. Leadership is about listening – 
with your heart. Leaders are inspiring – with words well delivered, and the silence of fierce 
determination. Leadership is staying in the arena. I promise you that I will do all of these things 
every day as your President – and I invite you to do the same. 

 It is very important that you and I develop new ways of service and membership so that we 
can attract those we have not yet reached. All of us as Optimists have an investment in this 
organization and should be a part of the solution. Our growth must be real and sustained. 
Together we can make this happen. 

I hope that your Club is easy to join and easy to belong to while also providing amazing 
opportunities to bring about positive change in the youth of your community and in your 
Members. I urge you to embrace all of the available technology to facilitate meaningful 
communication. Stay on the lookout for new ways to respond quickly and effectively to our 
ever-changing and increasingly challenging world. 

I look forward to the opportunity to meet you face to face so that I can say, “Thanks for all that 
you do.” I am excited that we are on this journey together. I promise that it will be an exciting 
year. While we can’t know everything that will happen, we can be assured that in the end, 
every heart we touch and every life we change will know that Optimists do indeed bring out 
the best in kids. 

 
Very truly yours, 

Danny Rodgers 
President 
Optimist International 
 
3521 Minot Avenue 
Fort Worth, TX 76133 
817-714-7261 C 
817-392-4061/ 817-392-6717 W 
jdr731@yahoo.com 
Friend him on Facebook 
YouTube: OptimistArenaMan        
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Greetings my Optimist Friends,  

 

Thank you for being an Optimist! What a great time to be a part 
of such a magnificent organization that helps kids and 
communities. We are a lucky bunch. I look forward to meeting as 
many of you as possible to show my appreciation to you and your 
clubs for all that you have done and continue to do to help the 
youth of our world. 

I have chosen as my theme for our Optimist year “Optimism for 
the Health of It”. As a registered nurse, health is my business. As 
an Optimist, I see great value in keeping ourselves, our clubs and 
district healthy in order to grow and thrive. For the kids in our 
world, we need to be healthy and role-model healthy habits. 
What a great match with Optimism! 

We have an exciting opportunity to broaden our Optimist world by gathering together at our 
first Parallel District Conference in November in Bloomington, Minnesota. How comfortable 
and helpful we can be to attendees from other districts as we are familiar with the site. I look 
forward to meeting more Optimists and gathering more ideas and new ways that our district 
can help kids. How fun to be on the ground floor of a new concept for Optimism! 

Our service group is so important to kids and communities. Together we are challenged to keep 
our group healthy and financially sound for the future of our organization and for the kids we 
currently serve and kids of the future we will serve. I anticipate learning about new ways to 
help kids while growing and strengthening our organization. 

Together let’s get started in this fresh new year to Bring out the Best in Kids by celebrating 
“Optimism for the Health of It ” 

 

Optimistically yours, 

Pat Sechser 
Governor  
District ND, SD, MB, MN (DMM) 
 

Post Office Box 6 
Custer, SD 57730 
605-366-3653 C 
605-673-3732 H 
605-341-3770 W 
nursefinny@goldenwest.net 
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Gloria Kloster 
Vice President 

Optimist International 
715 Fourth Street 

Brookings, SD 57006 
605-691-2845 C 
605-692-2017 H 

gloriamartyk@swiftel.net 
 

 
 
 

 
Linda Lockner 

Secretary/Treasurer 
District 

5950 South Cliff Lane 
Black Hawk, SD 57718 

605-786-2926 C 
605-787-6460 H 

linda_lockner@msn.com 
 

 
 

Susan Fix 
Immediate Past Governor 

District 
1106 South Jefferson 
New Ulm, MN 56073 

507-276-2356 C 
507-359-7275 H 
507-354-3111 W 

fixks@newulmtel.net 
 
 

 
Lonnie Bertsch 
Past Governor 

District 
1601 Columbia Drive 
Bismarck, ND 58504 

701-220-8856 C 
701-255-1076 H 

elbyz@hotmail.com 
 

 
 
(Governor Elect to be determined) 
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Achievement / Awards  
Jack & Cheryl Dyvig 
5524 South Andrea Ave. 
Sioux Falls, SD 57108 
605- 351-1889 C (Jack) 
605-359-4357 C (Cheryl)  
605-332-3965 H 
johndyvig@sio.midco.net 
 
Activities/CPA/Scrapbook
/Internet 
Wes Shewchuk 
65 Regent Crescent 
Brandon, MB R7B 2W7 
204-761-3688 C 
204-729-9122 H 
wesman@mts.net 
 
Candidate Qualifications 
Lonnie Bertsch 
1601 Columbia Drive 
Bismarck, ND 58504-7150 
701-220-8856 C 
701-255-1076 H 
elbyz@hotmail.com 
    
Susan Fix 
1106 South Jefferson 
New Ulm, MN 56073 
507-276-2356 C 
507-359-7275 H 
507-354-3111 W 
fixks@newulmtel.net 
 
Childhood Cancer 
Campaign 
Matt Posthumus  
3-20 Stradford Street 
Winnipeg, MB R2Y IS5 
204-888-7648 H 
   
Communication Contest 
for the deaf and Hard of 
Hearing 
Donna Carik 
1720 Assumption Drive 
Bismarck, ND 58501-1501 
701-220-5041 C 
701-224-9851 H 
cdcarik@bis.midco.net 
 
 

Community Growth and 
Membership 
Jim Meyers 
8408 Rich Ave. 
Bloomington, MN 55437 
952-831-2164 H 
dmmpstgov@aol.com 
 

Gary Lambert 
7531 Derby Lane 
Shakopee, MN 55379 
612-221-1883 C 
952-405-8317 H 
gblambert@comcast.net 
 

Tom Miller 
1931 N 4th St. 
Bismarck, ND 58501 
701-202-6046 C 
701-222-1679 H 
millertrm@hotmail.com 
 

District Convention 
Lonnie Bertsch 
1601 Columbia Drive 
Bismarck, ND 58501-7150 
701-220-8856 C 
701-255-1076 H 
elbyz@hotmail.com 
 
Faye Miller 
1318 N 2nd St. 
Bismarck, ND 58501 
701-400-5303 C 
otto11@bismidco.net 
 
District Foundation 
Representative 
Terry and Jeri Gorman 
1745 Lincoln Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55105-1952 
651-690-4576 H/W Jeri 
651-696-6218 W Terry 
gorman@macalester.edu 
 
Essay  
Sally Damm 
525 9th Ave. 
Brookings, SD 57006     
605-692-5351 W     
605-692-6409 H     
sallydamm3@mchsi.com
       

Finance 
Arnie Odefey 
5001 Kingsdale Drive 
Bloomington, MN 55437 
952-288-4312 C 
952-831-0698 H 
aodefey@comcast.net 
 
Junior Golf United States 
and Canada 
Don Clauson 
POB 401 
Fairfax, MN 55332 
507-426-8130 H 
507-426-7242 W 
fnbfx@centurytel.net 
 
Fred Urso 
32 Shauna Way 
Winnipeg, MB R3W 1T1 
204-222-3849 H 
204-663-9776 W 
furso@shaw.ca 
 
Junior Optimist Octagon 
International 
John Dockerty 
1021 Orchard Court SW 
Rochester, MN 55902 
507-250-1203 C 
507-288-9523 H 
john.dockerty@gmail.com 
 
Leadership Development 
Mike Kliewer 
12254 Stagecoach Trail 
Sturgis, SD 57785 
605-381-6171 C 
605-720-1193 H 
copter1507@aol.com 
 
Oratorical 
Rick Johnson 
1206 heard Ave. N. 
Champlin, MN 55316 
763-421-8863 H 
763-506-5864 W 
optimistrick@q.com 
 
 
 
 

 

DISTRICT CHAIRPERSONS 
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Personal Growth & 
Involvement 
Barb Kritzman 
6408 Pillsbury Ave. 
Richfield, MN 55423-1505 
612-990-6046 C 

Supply 
Carolyn Kruger 
1222 Apel Ave. 
Worthington, MN 56187 
507-370-3796 H 
 

   
  
  
 

612-866-0139 H 
barbkri@msn.com 
 
Public Relations 
Carmen Bakken 
416 27th St. NW 
Watertown, SD 57201 
605-881-1348 C 

Webmaster 
Kevin Hammell 
3770 11th Ave. SW 
Rochester, MN 55902-1600 
507-993-8806 C 
kahammell@charter.net  
   
   

 
 
 
 
 

605-753-0282 W 
cvb@visitwatertownsd.com 

 
 

 

 
 

I SCREAM…YOU SCREAM… 
WE ALL SCREAM FOR ICE CREAM! 

(The “Ice-cream and Oatmeal” story) 

Many moons ago in Duluth, MN the electrical power went out!  
The problem was that it was during a district convention and 
worst of all it was the morning of the "Old Timers Breakfast"! 
 The convention cooks had prepared a huge pot of oatmeal and 
were just getting ready to cook the eggs, bacon, toast, etc.  Well, 
as you can imagine with no electricity the appliances were not 
operating, which meant they could not fix the remaining 
breakfast meal. As time went on the stuff in the walk-in freezer 
began to thaw! Someone suggested that the convention staff 
serve the oatmeal along with the quickly thawing ice cream as 
not to have the breakfast a complete loss.  The serving of ice 
cream and oatmeal continues to this day to commemorate the 
optimism shown by DMM convention goers that day.  
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Club 35010 Assiniboia, MB 
Meets 1st Wednesday, 6:30pm at Anavet #283 
President Secretary  Treasurer 
Curtis Vezina Monica Ernstberger  David Fry 
128A Danbury Ave. 4 Towerpointe Road  636 St. Charles St. 
Winnipeg, MB R2Y 1A5 St. Andrews, MB R1A 3E5  Winnipeg, MB R2Y 1S2 
204-889-8479 H 204-338-5263 H  204-889-1775 H 
alycam@mymts.net monica@ernstberger.ca  sdfry@yahoo.com 

 
Club 35021 Brandon, MB 
Meets 1st Wednesday, 6:30pm at Victoria Inn 
President Secretary Treasurer 
Kimberley Haddow Cecil Ralph Larry Sage 
10 Pembina Place 12 Augusta Crescent 44 Garwood Drive 
Brandon, MB R7B 2Y4 Brandon, MB R7C 0A1 Brandon, MB R7A 2K4 
204-727-7839 H 204-727-4147 H 204-728-6215 
204-725-8723 W cralph@mts.net sagelb@mts.net 
haddowk@assiniboine.net 

 
Club 35126 Winnipeg River East, MB 
Meets 1st & 3rd Tuesday, 7pm at East Elmwood Community Center 
President Secretary/Treasurer 
Amanda Young Vikki Young 
665 Union Ave East 430 Kent Road 
Winnipeg, MB R2L 1A5 Winnipeg, MB R2L 1Y1 
204-654-0894 H 204-668-4886 H 
amandacyoung@hotmail.com vikkiyoung40@hotmail.com 

 
Club 35135 Winnipeg St. James, MB 
Meets 1st Monday, 7pm at Silver Heights Restaurant 
President Secretary/Treasurer 
Uwe Kromer William MacQuarrie 
631 Hamilton Ave. 118 Kane Ave. 
Winnipeg, MB R2Y 1Z3 Winnipeg, MB R2Y 1Z3 
204-885-3706 H 204-479-3930 C 
ukromer@mts.net 204-832-2634 H 
 204-479-3930 W  
 wmacquar@mts.net 
 
 
 

     ZONE 1  

 
 

 
 
 
  

  

35010 Assiniboia - 35201 Brandon - 35126 Winnipeg - 
35135 Winnipeg St. James - 35143 Winnipeg Seven Oaks - 
35153 South Winnipeg - 35155 Lorette - 35163 Transcona - 
35210 St. Boniface 

 
 
 
djsuggitt@shaw.ca 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lieutenant Governor 

Donna Suggitt 
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Club 35143 Winnipeg Seven Oaks, MB 
Meets Sept – June 3rd Wednesday, 7pm at Canada Inn Garden City 
President Secretary/Treasurer   
Fred Urso Christina Rudachek 
32 Shauna Way 5318 Highway 9 
Winnipeg, MB R3W 1T1 St. Andrews, MB R1A 3M8 
204-222-3849 H 204-694-4430 H 
204-663-9776 W 204-633-0024 W 
furso@shaw.ca trrp1@yahoo.ca 

 
Club 35153 South Winnipeg, MB 
Meets 2nd Saturday, 10am at Niakwa Travelodge 
President Secretary Treasurer 
Ryan Geburt Heather Hawley Jo-Anne Pelzer 
1-576 Osborne St. 785 Fleet Ave. 475 Morley Ave. 
Winnipeg, MB R3L 2B5 Winnipeg, MB R3M 1K2 Winnipeg, MB R3L 0Y8 
204-232-0435 H 204-477-9339 H 204-792-3634 C 
nyceryan@mts.net 204-941-6880 W 204-453-7524 H 
 heather.hawley@  larrypel@mts.net 
 mtsallstream.com     

 
Club 35155 Lorette, MB 
Meets 1st & 3rd Monday, 7pm at Dawson Trail Hotel 
President Secretary Treasurer 
Allan Kalupar Anna Dillabough Lou Peltier 
Box 5 Grp 3 RR2 18 Therrien St. 4 Chamberland St. 
Lorette, MB R0A 0Y0  Lorette, MB R0A 0Y0 Lorette, MB R0A 0Y 
204-878-4761 H 204-878-4277 204-878-3404 H 
akalupar@rainyday.ca  dilpikle@mts.net 

 
Club 35163 Transcona, MB 
Meets 1st & 3rd Wednesday, 7:30pm at Canad Inn Transcona 
President Secretary/Treasurer 
Tom Nesby Gerald Carrol 
39 Camrose Bay 9 Cranbrook Bay 
Winnipeg, MB R2E 0N6 Winnipeg, MB R2C 0N8 
204-224-1934 H 204-222-5494 H 
tomaso@escape.ca gfcisme@shaw.ca 

 
Club 35210 St. Boniface, MB 
Meets 2nd & 4th Monday, 7pm at Centre St. Louis  
President Secretary Treasurer 
Marc Rougeau Trudy Rougeau Nicole Ritchot 
166 Rue Despins 166 Rue Despins 260 Thomas Berry St. 
Winnipeg, MB R2H 0L8 Winnipeg, MB R2H 0L8 Winnipeg, MB R2H 0R3 
204-299-9843 C 204-799-5397 C 204-235-1844 H 
204-231-2319 H 204-231-2319 H rocktman@mts.net 
mrougeau@mts.net trudy.rougeau@gwl.ca 

 
 

Go behind the apparent circumstances of the situation and locate 
the love in yourself and in all others involved in the situation. 
Mother Teresa 
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Club 35042 Dickinson, ND 
Meets 2nd & 4th Thursday, Noon at Elks Lodge 
President     Secretary   Treasurer 
Justin Sayler     Jason Rodakowski  Garnet Tisor 
1145 Franklin St.    3285 110th Ave. SW  823 7th Ave. West 
Dickinson,ND 58601-4250   Dickinson, ND 58601              Dickinson, ND 58601  
701-290-0453 H    701-483-4451 H  701-483-4547 H  701-
483- 8000 W    701-483-1122 W              701-456-5734 W 
jsayler@dakotacommunitybank.com  jason@hr-pc.com  tisorg@yahoo.com 

 
Club 35111 Minot, ND 
Meets Wednesday, Noon at Parker Center 
President Secretary Treasurer 
Jason Soine Melanie Moore Neil Moore 
1954 24th St. SW 1026 N. Main St. 1026 N. Main St.  
Minot, ND 58701 Minot, ND 58703 Minot, ND 58703 
701-837-0838 H              701-839-3388 H 701-839-3388 H 
701-838-2222 W 701-858-4233 W 701-857-4562 W 
jasonsoine@gmail.com melanie.moore@                      neil.moore@ 
 minotstateu.edu    minot.k12.nd.us 

 
 

Plan for a good time by attending…the DMM Convention in 
Bismarck, ND August 18 – 20, 2011 at the Ramkota Inn Contact 
Lonnie Bertsch at elbyz@hotmail.com or Faye Miller at 
otto11@bis.midco.net 

 

I have often thought that the people, who built lighthouses, and 
those who kept them, were Optimists. A lighthouse is a beacon to 
all on the sea- a sure sign that land is near and that someone aloft 
is keeping a steadfast eye for their safe passage. Fletcher Cairns 
 

 

 
 
 

    ZONE 2  

 
 

 
 
 
  

  

35042 Dickinson – 35111 Minot  

2200 11th Ave. NW 
Minot, ND 58703 
701-340-7549 C 
701-852-8065 H 
                       W 
enos2@srt.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lieutenant Governor 

Will Case 
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Club 35002 University of Mary, ND 
Meets 1st & 3rd Tuesday, 6pm at Claremont 106 
President Secretary Treasurer 
Steven Michlitsch Kelle Bacon Corben Alley 
1411 Ave. D East 7500 University Drive 7500 University Drive 
Bismarck, ND 58501 GB Box J4 GB Box J4 
406-258-8675 H Bismarck, ND 58504 Bismarck, ND 58504 
sgmichlitsch1@umary.edu 605-848-3060 C 605-848-3060 C 

701-320-3757 H cjalley1@umary.edu 
 cjalley1@umary.edu 

 
Club 35013 Bismarck-Mandan-Missouri Valley, ND 
Meets 1st & 3rd Thursday, Noon at A & B Pizza South, www.themvoc.com 
President    Secretary/Treasurer 
Donna Carik    Karen Meidinger 
1720 Assumption Dr.   69 Custer Drive 
Bismarck, ND 58501-1501  Lincoln, ND 58504 
701-224-9851 H   701-222-3837 H 
701-323-7000 W   701-220-5550 W 
cdcarik@bis.midco.net               wolfe@bis.midco.net 

 
Club 35014 Bismarck, ND 
Meets Tuesday, Noon at China Star Buffet 
President    Secretary   Treasurer 
Tom Miller     Amanda Baakedahl  Kristi Kraft 
1931 N 4th St.    1123 Laramie Dr.  1012 Losreter Rd. 
Bismarck, ND 58501   Bismarck, ND 58504  Mandan, ND 58554 
701-202-6046 C   701-220-8611 H  701-202-9003 H 
701-222-1679 H   amanda.baakedahl@                   kristi@itsabouttimend.com 
millertrm@hotmail.com   rasmussen.edu   

 
Club 35096 Jamestown, ND 
Meets Thursday, Noon at K C Hall 
President    Secretary/Treasurer 
Bob Toso    Ken Schulz 
720 6th Ave. SE                510 2nd Ave. SW 
Jamestown, ND 58401-4853  Jamestown, ND 58401-4111 
701-252-5027 H   701-252-1790 H 
701-252-1950 W   701-253-3054 W 
robert.toso@sendit.nodak.edu              kschulz@csicable.net 
 
 
 

     ZONE 3  

 
 

 
 
 
  

  

35002 University of Mary – 35013 Bismarck Mandan Missouri 
Valley – 35013 Bismarck – 35096 Jamestown - 35207 
Bismarck-Central Dakota - 35215 BSC Energy 

2630 Gateway Ave. #203 
Bismarck, ND 58503 
701-220-5570 C 
701-255-4609 H 
amolson@bis.midco.net 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lieutenant Governor 

Arlene Olson 
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Club 35207 Bismarck-Central Dakota, ND 
Meets 2nd Wednesday, 1pm at Bismarck Elks Club 
President    Secretary/Treasurer 
Mavis Anderson   Arlene Olson 
539 Brandon Place # 302  2630 Gateway Ave. #203 
Bismarck, ND 58503   Bismarck,ND 58503 
701-223-5298 C   701-220-5570 C 
701-471-1638 H   701-255-4609 H 
maanderson@bis.midco.net   amolson@bis.midco.net  

 
Club 35215 BSC Energy, ND 
Meets Tuesday 11:15am at Technical Center 
President    Secretary/Treasurer 
Faye Miller    Jean Bertsch 
1318 N 2nd St.    1601 Columbia Drive 
Bismarck, ND 58501   Bismarck, ND 58504 
701-400-5303 C   701-220-7354 C 
701-221-4416 W   701-255-1076 H 
otto11@bis.midco.net   701-355-8825 W 
     elbyz@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Club 35065 Fargo, ND 
Meets 1st & 3rd Monday, Noon at Doublewood Inn 
President Secretary Treasurer 
Chip Ross Christel Fritz Craig Peterson 
51 32nd Ave NE 1619 15th Ave E 2108 S. University 101B  
Fargo, ND 58102 West Fargo, ND 58078 Fargo, ND 58103 
701-298-8274 H 701-356-0590 H 701-232-3026 W 
701-298-9944 W cfritz@ideaone.com                craigapetersonltd@ 
chipross@cableone.net  yahoo.com 

 
Club 35066 Fargo Southwest, ND 
Meets Wednesday, Noon at Kelly Inn 
President Secretary Treasurer 
Larry Grinaker Barbara Bertschi Aloysius Schwindt 
3318 Bohnet Blvd 3238 45th Ave S 1405 N 11th St. 
Fargo, ND 58102-1244 Fargo, ND 58104  Fargo, ND 58102 
701-239-6951 H/W 701-232-5967 H alschwindt@yahoo.com 
lagrinaker@cableone.net 701-293-2560 W  
 barb.bertschi@gatecitybank.com 
  

 
 

     ZONE 4  

 
 

 
 
 
  
  

 

3506 Fargo – 35066 Fargo SW – 35078 Grand Forks - 35160 
Valley City - 35167 Wahpeton - 35222 Cassselton Area   

225 Leeward Hills Lane 
Grand Forks, ND 58201-7931 
701-330-0091 C 
701-795-1906 H 
701-795-7240 W 
nodakjones@hotmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lieutenant Governor 

Michael Jones 
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Club 35078 Grand Forks, ND 
Meets Wednesday, Noon at Bronze Boot 
President Secretary Treasurer 
Charles Bremseth Meredith Quinn Todd Borchardt 
Rte. 1 Box 143 323 N 5th St. 5067 5th Ave. North 
Argyle, MN 56713-9794 Grand Forks, ND 58203              Grand Forks, ND 58203 
 701-200-7766 H 701-757-1554 H 
 701-746-8087 701-795-4548 W 
  tdborchardt@bremer.com  

   
Club 35160 Valley City, ND 
Meets Thursday, 7am at Vikings Room 
President Secretary Treasurer 
Michael Watterson Kathy Laumb Brenda Schell 
575 4th Ave. SW 11346 Cooks Plaza 1436 Hwy 10 E 
Valley City, ND 58072 Valley City, ND 58072           Valley City, ND 58072 
701-845-1769 H 701-845-3524 H 701-840-1411 C  
701-845-4181 W 701-845-4181 701-845-1011 H 
 kathy.laumb@sendit.nodak.edu  Brenda.schell@sendit.nodak.edu  

 
Club 35167 Wahpeton, ND 
Meets Thursday, Noon at Prante’s 
President Secretary Treasurer 
Angie Wamre Elizabeth Dohman Darci Eggen 
825 N2nd St. 1423 17th Ave N 516 3rd St. S 
Wahpeton, ND 58075 Wahpeton, ND 58075 Wahpeton,ND 58075 
701-642-4945 H 701-642-7363 H 701-640-3588 H 
701-671-1515 W 218-643-8721 W 701-672-2265 W 
awamre@ndcourts.gov eadohman@yahoo.com djeggen@statebanks.com 

 
Club 35222 Cassselton Area, ND 
Meets 3rd Monday, 5:30pm at Country Kitchen 
President Secretary Treasurer 
Jesse Hagen Tami Gehrke Chris Bastian 
511 Willowbend Dr. 102 5th Ave. N 141 10th Ave. N 
Casselton, ND 58012 Casselton, ND 58012 Casselton, ND 58012 
701-347-0127 H POB 882 701-347-5999 H 
701-212-7143 W Casselton, ND 58012  chris.bastian@  
 701-347-4557 H  sendit.nodak.edu 
 tami.gehrke@co.clay.mn.us 

 
 

Are you wondering about the Personal Growth and Improvement 
Program? Contact Barb Kritzman for information at 
barbkri@msn.com 

 

An Optimist is one who makes opportunities of his difficulties; a 
pessimist is one who makes difficulties of his opportunities. 
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Club 35116 Black Hills Noon, SD 
Meets 1st & 3rd Wednesday, Noon at Rapid City Club for Boys 
President Secretary Treasurer 
Tobin Mason Robert Kjerstad Forest Cooper 
1017 E Ohio St. 2611 Jackson Blvd PO Box 1846 
Rapid City, SD 57701 Rapid City, SD 57702 Rapid City, SD 57709-1946 
605-390-3174 H 605-342-8772 H 605-399-8509 H 
605-716-3177 W 605-209-0240 W 605-394-6677 W 
tobin.mason@mwarep.org robert@rapid-insurance.com misterbigge@hotmail.com 

 
Club 35120 Rapid City, SD 
Meets Wednesday, 7am at Club for Boys Rapid City, SD 
President Secretary/Treasurer 
Susan Schofield Mike Valland 
9343 Heritage Drive 10405 Cedarwood Ct 
Black Hawk, SD 57718-9234 Rapid City, SD 57702-8630 
605-545-0433 H 605-342-8278 H 
605-716-3270 W mdvalland@msn.com 
sschofield10@rap.midco.net 

 
Club 35127 Rushmore, SD 
Meets 2nd & 4th Tuesday, Noon at Rapid City Club for Boys 
President Secretary Treasurer 
Phyllis Dixon Doris Eizember Hilda Sieler 
4140 Villa Ridge Ct #112 3930 Hall St. 122 Texas St. 
Rapid City, SD 57701 Rapid City, SD 57702-2207 Rapid City, SD 57701 
605-394-1833 C 605-343-7131 H 605-342-1030 H 
605-343-4670 H dieizember@gmail.com ehsieler@aol.com 
dixlou@rushmore.com 

 
Club 35158 Spearfish, SD 
Meets Wednesday, Noon at Pizza Ranch 
President Secretary Treasurer 
Dylan Wilde Sandra Mattern Susan Hall-Martin 
314 Lariat Drive 1435 Lookout Valley Ct. 1411 3rd St. 
Spearfish, SD 57783 Spearfish, SD 57783 Spearfish, SD 57783 
605-722-4884 H 605-722-8943 H 605-645-4092 C 
605-722-9000 W 605-642-8155 W 605-722-2804 H 
dylanwilde@rushmore.com smattern@rushmore.com 605-717-1210 W 
  shal@rushmore.com 
 

     ZONE 5  

 
 

 
 
 
  
  

 

3506 Fargo – 35066 Fargo SW – 35078 Grand Forks - 35160 
Valley City - 35167 Wahpeton - 35222 Cassselton Area   

140 Canyon 
Spearfish, SD 57783 
605-642-5069 C 
605- 642-3445 H 
605-642-2785 W 
Edwards@nhtc.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lieutenant Governor 

Carl Edwards 
  



 15

 
Club 35224 Deadwood-Lead, SD 
Meets 1st & 3rd Monday, Noon at Pizza Lab Central City-Lead 
President Secretary Treasurer 
Kip Mau Michelle Patino Julie Gardner 
1 Rodeo 820 Shepard St. 127 Irwin 
Deadwood, SD 57732 Sturgis, SD 57785 Lead, SD 57754 
605-641-4156 C 605-720-9090 H 605-584-2012 H 
605-722-7226 H 605-578-1294 W 605-578-1792 W 
605-578-2623 W outsidesales@rushmore.com julie.gardner@fib.com 
kip.mau@k12.sd.us 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Club 35000 Aberdeen, SD 
Meets Tuesday @ 1200 at The Flame 
President Secretary  Treasurer 
Gene Morsching Cletus Thomas Michael Wiese 
1511 17th Ave. SE POB 1149 121 4th Ave. SW #2 
Aberdeen, SD 57401-7761 Aberdeen, SD 57402-1149 Aberdeen, SD 57401 
605-226-2452 H 605-226-4422 H 605-226-1702 H 
 605-2260442 W 605-225-0012 W 
 cletus@nvc,net     mike.wiese@ 

dexmedia.com 
 

Club 35027 Brookings, SD 
Meets Tuesday, 703am at Staurolite Inn 
President Secretary Treasurer 
Sharon Klein Val Goetz Brianna Zwaschka 
1611 Cardinal Drive 913 Roberts Ave. #20 511 5th Ave. S. 
Brookings, SD 57006-3879 Brookings, SD 57006 Brookings, SD 57006 
605-691-6045 H 605-690-5895 H 507-530-2506 H 
Sharonklein20@hotmail.com 605-692-6735 W 605-692-9415 W 
 vgoetz44@yahoo.com briannaz@7trustee.net 
 
 
Club 35090 Huron, SD 
Meets Friday, Noon at Country Kitchen 
President Secretary/Treasurer 
Gene Ellenson Allison Blondheim 
351 Wisconsin Ave SW Ste 102A 520 3rd St SW 
Huron, SD 57350 Huron, SD 57350 
605-353-1079 H allison.blondheim@yahoo.com 
605-352-2833 W 
gene@ellensoncpa.com 

     ZONE 6  

 
 

 
 
 
  
  

 

35000 Aberdeen – 35027 Brookings - 35090 Huron - 35166 
Watertown -35216 Mitchell    

 416 27th St. SW 
Watertown, SD 57201 
605-881-1348 C 
605-753-0282 W 
cvb@visitwatertownsd.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lieutenant Governor 

Carmen Bakken 
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Club 35166 Watertown, SD 
Meets Thursday, Noon at Pizza Ranch 
President Secretary/Treasurer 
Mark Ziegler Brenda McKee 
823 42nd St. NW 1015 E Kemp 
Watertown, SD 57201 Watertown, SD 57201 
605-886-2117 H 605-882-3130 H 
605-886-5681 W  605-882-3129 W 
mziegler@wat.midco.net bmckee@homefederal.com 
 
Club 35216 Mitchell, SD 
Meets 2nd Wednesday, 1pm at Ramada Hotel 
President Secretary Treasurer 
Kati Hoffman Renee Walter Kim Lofgren 
1108 E 6th Ave. 709 E 14th Ave. 26766 408th Ave. 
Mitchell, SD 57301 Mitchell, SD 57301 Dimock, SD 57331 
605-999-4495 H 605-990-2517 H 605-227-4344 H 
kati.hoffman@  renee@kmit.com 605-995-1107 W 
averaqueenofpeace.org    Kimberly@mitchellchamber.com 

 
 

How can your club track all the great things they do with and for 
kids? Send your information to the Achievement and Awards 
chairs Jack and Cheryl Dyvig at johndyvig@sio.midco.net 

 

“Let no feeling of discouragement prey upon you, and in the end 
you are sure to succeed.” Abraham Lincoln 

 

Need help with your clubs activities or scrapbook or Club 
Projects Activity (PA) book? Call on Wes Shewchuk at  
wesman@mts.net 

 

“If you never did, you should. These things are fun, and fun is 
good.”…Theodore Geisel (Dr. Seuss) 
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Club 35001 Brandon Valley, SD 
Meets Wednesday, 7pm at Tailgators Sports Bar and Grill 
President Secretary/Treasurer                          
Anney Geraets Kevin Thelen 
6516 N. Cliff Ave. 313 River Oak St. 
Sioux Falls, SD 57104 Brandon, SD 57005 
605-376-0598 C 605-582-3621 H 
anneygeraets@sio.midco.net 605-782-5975 W    
 kthelen@alliancecom.net 

 
Club 35115 Yankton Morning, SD 
Meets Monday, 7:15am 
President  Secretary/Treasurer 
Richard Erickson Lisa Berry 
313 E. 26th St. 603Regal Drive 
Yankton, SD 57078-4848 Yankton, SD 57078 
605-668-9263 H 605-665-5079 H 
605-661-1970 W 605-660-3333 W 
crenckson@iw.net lisaberry@iw.net 

 
Club 35150 Sioux Falls, SD 
President Secretary Treasurer 
Deb Ziemke Julie Thomas Eric Olson 
5424 W Deer Creek Dr. 1905 East 63rd 7400 S High Cross Tr 
Sioux Falls, SD 57106 Sioux Falls, SD 57108 Sioux Falls, SD57108 
605-362-5093 H 605-366-3674 C 605-334-7714 H 
605-330-0133 W 605-336-3248 H 605-336-2335 W 
605-359-2225 C juliethomas@sio.midco.net hunter3008@aol.com 
dlzeimke@yahoo.com 

 
Club 35151 Sioux Falls Sioux Valley, SD 
Meets Monday, Noon at Center for Active Generations 
President Secretary  Treasurer 
Joan Neilan June Staggers Greg Honl 
47573 255th St. 616 Wiswall Place 3401 S. Florence Ave 
Renner, SD 57055 Sioux Falls, SD 57105 Sioux Falls, SD 57103 
605-366-7803 C 605-332-0357 H 605-271-4782 H 
605-543-5996 H junestaggers@gmail.com 605-367-6723 W 
605-336-7536 W  605-413-7410 C 
j.neilan@voa-dakotas.org  ghonl@eidebailly.com 
 
 

     ZONE 7  

 
 

 
 
 
  
  

 

35001 Brandon – 35115 Yankton Morning – 35150 Sioux 
Falls - 35151 Sioux Falls Sioux Valley - 35017 Globe 
University  

2617 E. Klondike Trail 
Sioux Falls, SD 57103 
605-359-6544 C/H 
mghendricks@sio.midco.net 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lieutenant Governor 

Gita Hendricks 
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Club 35017 Globe University, SD 
President Secretary  Treasurer 
Brant Ammann Kesha Swanson  Savanna Walberg 
6500 S. Heather Ridge Ave. 4413 W. Valhalla  1714 S 10th Ave. 
Sioux Falls, SD 57108 Blvd Apt. 28  Sioux Falls, SD 57105 
605-339-0271 H Sioux Falls, SD 57106  605-838-7784 H 
605-376-1486 C   605-840-4577 C                         Savanna.walber@ 
brant.ammann@                                                                                         students.globeuniversity.edu      
students.globeuniversity.edu       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Club 35100 Luverne, MN 
Meets 1st & 3rd Monday,  6:30pm at Sharkee’s 
President Secretary Treasurer 
Dale Reverts Carol Morgan Cliff Boom 
1013 150th Ave 1487 113th St. 510 S 3rd St. 
Luverne, MN 56156 Luverne, MN 56156-9457 Beaver Creek, MN 56116 
507-283-2592 H 507-283-4476 507-673-2277 H 
507-283-2078 W morgan@myclearwave.net 507-283-4463 W 
dalerrent@iw.net  cliffordboom@ 
  ffmbank.com 

 
Club 35168 Willmar, MN 
Meets Wednesday, 7am at McMillan’s Restaurant 
President Secretary/Treasurer 
Richard Brunner Dick Reyer/Leon Lentz 
2824 47th Ave. NE 705 24th St SE 
Willmar, MN 56201-9418 Willmar, MN 56201-6125 
320-235-3901 H 320-235-8711 
rbrunnermn@yahoo.com boreyer@entel.net 
 leonlentz@hotmail.com  

 
Club 35171 Worthington, MN 
Meets 1st & 3rd Monday, 7pm at Elks Lodge 
President Secretary/Treasurer 
Laura Ailts Larry Ailts 
327 W. Oxford St. 327 W. Oxford St. 
Worthington, MN 56187-1079 Worthington,MN 56187-1079 
507-360-5272 C 507-372-7894 H 
507-372-7894 H 507-376-4136 W 
llailts@iw.net llailts@iw.net 
 
 

     ZONE 8  

 
 

 
 
 
  
  

35100 Luverne - 35168 Willmar - 35171 Worthington - 
35204 New Ulm - 35221 Greater Mankato    

31273 810th St. 
Brewster, MN 56119 
507-360-4525 C 
507-842-5694 H 
bvwatje@centurytel.net 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Lieutenant Governor 
Val Watje 
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Club 35204 New Ulm, MN 
Meets 2nd Thursday, 7am at New Ulm Country Club      -      4th Thursday, 6:30pm at Kaiserhoff 
President Secretary Treasurer 
Doug Hazen Danielle Hubert Laurie Kuck 
21472 3rd St. 2227 Terrace Dr. 415 ½ S. Payne 
New Ulm, MN 56073 New Ulm, MN 56073 New Ulm, MN 56073 
507-766-3397 H 507-276-6616 H 507-217-9207 H 
507-359-8760 W deeduhs80@hotmail.com lkuck@gislason.com 
dhazen@riverbend.k12.mn.us 

 
Club 35221 Greater Mankato, MN 
Meets 1st & 3rd Thursday, Noon at WOW Zone 
President Secretary/Treasurer 
Pam Demarce Dale Mowbray 
11 Oriole Place 805 Churchill Court 
North Mankato, MN 56003 St. Peter, MN 56082 
507-625-2695 W 507-934-3170 H 
507-381-4279 C dkml@hickorytech.net 
pam@wowzonefec.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Club 35005 North Suburban, MN 
Meets 1st & 3rd Tuesday, 6:30pm at Davani’s Coon Rapids 
President Secretary Treasurer 
Alan Ostergaard Maria Anderson Jim Bisek 
2151 165th Lane NE 6100 Minnetonka Blvd. 2436 Imperial Dr.  
Ham Lake, MN 55304 St. Louis Park, MN 55416 St. Cloud, MN 56301 
612-281-7232 C/H/B 320-420-6812 H 320-260-4000 C 
alan.ostergaard@  marsbar954@hotmail.com    320-253-1462 H 
ymcatwincities.org     320-252-8222 W  
 jimb@bluechipinsurance 
  services.com 

 
Club 35009 St. Cloud State University, MN 
Meets Fridays, 5pm at Atwood Center on campus 
President Secretary Treasurer 
Sie Ben Idrissa Traore Rachelle Brinkman Kevin Duffy 
1419 5th Ave S #22 1815 15th Ave. SE Benton Hall SCSU 602B 
St. Cloud, MN 56301 St. Cloud, MN 56304 St. Cloud, MN 56301 
320-310-2577 C 320-310-6699 952-374-7424 H 
trsi0901@stcloudstate.edu brra0601@stcloudstate.edu       duke0802@stcloudstate.edu 
 
 

  ZONE 9  

 
 

 
 
 
  
  

 

35005 North Suburban – 35009 St. Cloud State University – 34045 
Duluth - 35079 Grand Rapids - 35130 Central Minnesota Noon - 35131 
St. Cloud  

 49 2nd Ave. N Ste. 101 
Waite Park, MN 56387-1112 
320-224-2814 C 
320-363-7571 H 
320-252-8222 W 
grega@bluechipinsuranceservices.co
m 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lieutenant Governor 

Greg Anderson 
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Club 35018 Bennie-Johnnie, MN 
Meets 3rd Thursday at 6:00pm, HAB-101, 37 South College Ave 
President Secretary Treasurer 
Bre Kluck  
College of St. Benedict 
37 S. College Ave 
PO Box 0956 
St. Joseph, MN 56374 
507-398-3821 C 
bnkluck@csbsju.edu  
 
Club 35045 Duluth, MN 
Meets Tuesday, Noon at Incline Station 601 W. Superior 
President Secretary/Treasurer 
Jessica Poskozim William Harlander 
1404 E 4th St. 28 S. 55 Ave.E. 
Superior, WI 54880 Duluth, MN 55804-2563 
715-398-7737 H 218-525-1330 H 
218-723-5211 W critterbill@yahoo.com 
jposkozim@duluthnews.com 
 
Club 35079 Grand Rapids, MN 
Meets Thursday, 7am at Forest Lake Restaurant 
President Secretary/Treasurer 
David Wigfield Curt Firman 
103 7th St. NW POB 502 
Grand Rapids, MN 55744-2639 Grand Rapids, MN 55744 
ldwiggy@msn.com  218-326-2398 H 
 cafirman@msn.com 

 
Club 35130 Central Minnesota Noon, MN 
Meets Tuesday, Noon at Holiday Inn 
President Secretary Treasurer 
Dale Hellickson Rod Heiser Chris Schuver 
2419 Serenity Dr. 1609 S. 36th St. 3137 Orchid Drive NE 
St. Cloud, MN 56301-9190 St. Cloud, MN 56301 Sauk Rapids, MN 56379 
320-656-5325 H                       320-251-7390 H 320-267-3918 H 
 320-253-9505 B                     320-257-5018 W                                      
dale_hellickson@yahoo.com rpheiser@charter.net chriss@logbank.com 
 
Club 35131 St. Cloud, MN 
Meets Wednesday, 7:15am at Raddison Grand Suite 
President Secretary Treasurer 
Don Berger Shari Wahlin Jacki Templin 
1117 15th Ave. SE 2027 14th St. N 2107 Queens Ct. 
St. Cloud, MN 56304-1749 St. Cloud, MN 56303 Sartell, MN 56377-19 
320-252-4223 H 320-249-5987 C 320-656-5645 H 
320-253-2530 W 320-252-5276 H 320-259-3196 W 
dberger4223@charter.net  320-258-4511 W                 jacki.l.templin@ 
 swahlin@ wellsfargo.com  
 bbbscentralmn.org 
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Junior Optimist Octagon International (JOOI) clubs give an 
opportunity for us to recruit younger kids into the world of 
Optimism from age six through eighteen. See John Dockerty for 
more information. For more information contact John Dockerty 
at john.dockerty@gmail.com 
 
You really can change the world if you care enough…Marian 
Wright Edelman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Club 35051 Eden Prairie, MN 
Meets 2nd Monday, 6:30pm at Chanhassen Legion 
President Secretary Treasurer 
Rocky Lhotka Mary Russell Gary Lambert 
16716 Honeysuckle Lane 16280 Teracewood Dr. 7532 Derby Lane 
Eden Prairie, MN 55346 Eden Prairie, MN 55347 Shakopee, MN 55379 
612-802-4352 W 952-949-3540 H 612-221-1883 C 
rocky@lhotka.net russelltax@msn.com 952-405-8317 H   
 952-828-7318 W gblambert@comcast.net 

 
Club 35070 Glen Lake 
Meets 2nd & 4th Tuesday, 6:30pm at Gold Nugget 
President  Secretary Treasurer 
Wayne Jeske Robert Gerlicher Richard Custer 
7024 Red Cedar Cove 4540 Linwood Lane 4815 Gaywood Dr. 
Excelsior, MN 55331 Escelsior, MN 55331-9377   Minnetonka, MN 55345 
612-280-2243 C 952-474-7248 H 952-935-0481 H 
952-939-9885 H bookbob@aol.com 952-922-4444 W 
waj5432@aol.com  scout@tcq.net 

 
Club 35075 Northwest Suburban, MN 
Meets Wednesday, Noon at Golden Valley Country Club 
President Secretary/Treasurer 
Davod Herbeck Eugene Blanski 
15160 64th Ave. N 5800 St. Croix Ave C330 
Maple Grove, MN 55311 Golden Valley, MN 55422-4764 
763-550-0860 H 763-732-1655 H 
dherbeck@bpkz.com 763-546-6211 W 
 eblanski@bpkz.net 

    ZONE 10  

 
 

 
 
 
  
  

 

35051 Eden Prairie – 35070 Glen Lake – 35075 Northwest 
Suburban - 35124 Prior Lake - 35125 Richfield - 35156 
Bloomington Breakfast 

2412 Grand Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55405 
612-813-0535 H 
612-869-1061 W 
lrg1909@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lieutenant Governor 

Linda Grulke 
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Club 35124 Prior Lake, MN 
Meets 2nd & 4th Wednesday, Noon at Fong’s 
President Secretary/Treasurer 
Mary Nagarajan Amy Raetz 
3024 Bobcat Trail 17369 Ridgewood Ct. SE 
Prior Lake, MN 55372 Prior Lake, MN 55372 
952-445-8883 H 952-447-1137 H 
maryclaire@mchsi.com kitkatr@integraonline.com 
 
Club 35125 Richfield, MN 
Meets Wednesday, 7:30am at VFW, 65th St. & Lyndale Ave. S. 
President Secretary/Treasurer 
Richard Bain Thomas Eklo 
7214 Blaisdell Ave. S 8064 Golden Valley Rd. 
Richfield, MN 55423 Golden Valley, MN 55427 
612-866-7070 H 612-229-7467 H 
763-367-3011 W 612-869-7551 W 
richbain@comcast.net tjeklo@yahoo.com 

 
Club 35156 Bloomington Breakfast, MN 
Meets Wednesday, 7:30am at La Quinta Inn & Suites 
President Secretary  Treasurer 
Justin Bing Jim Meyers Linda Haller 
1618 Vincent Ave. N 8408 Rich Ave. S 14913 ValleyView Rd 
Minneapolis,MN 55411 Bloomington, MN 55437 Eden Prairie, MN 55344 
612-770-5110 H 952-292-7533 C 952-949-3969 H 
negril7@hotmail.com 952-831-2164 H 952-884-0184 W 
 952-831-3798 W linda@hallerllc.com 
 dmmpstgov@aol.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Club 35110 Minneapolis, MN 
Meets 3rd Tuesday, Noon at Gabby’s 
President Secretary/Treasurer 
Jack Ovick Jim Wurdelman 
6433 Ryan Ave. S 7600 Golden Valley Rd. #216 
Minneapolis, MN 55435 Golden Valley, MN 55427 
952-922-0984 H 763-546-2934 H 
612-922- 0584 W 952-920-3224 W 
ovicksonryan@aol.com  jhwur@comcast.net 
 
 
 

   ZONE 11  

 
 

 
 
 
  
  

 

35110 Minneapolis – 35123 Rochester - 35140 St. Paul - 
35157 West St. Paul  

2613 3rd Place NE 
Rochester, MN 55906-3469 
507-282-9968 H 
wrbogwalker@gmail.com 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lieutenant Governor 

 Bill Reilly 
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Club 35123 Rochester, MN 
Meets Friday at 7:00am, Hilton Garden Inn 
President Secretary Treasurer 
Mary aka Connie Leckband Kathy Lynn Jensen Bill Reilly 
111 SW 13 Ave. 1040 Double Eagle Ave. SE 2613 3rd Place NE 
Rochester, MN 55904 Rochester, MN 55904 Rochester, MN 55906-3469507-
281-0463 H 507-282-9968 H 
c.leckband@charter.net  wrbogwalker@gmail.com  
 
Club 35140 St. Paul, MN 
Meets 1st & 3rd Thursday, 7:30am at Town & Country Club St. Paul 
President  Secretary/Treasurer 
John Tillotson  Terry Gorman 
781 Goodrich Ave.  1745 Lincoln Ave 
St. Paul, MN 55105-3344  St. Paul, MN 55105-1952 
651-221-0373 H  651-690-4576 H 
john.h.tillotson@mssb.com   Gorman@macalester.edu 

 
Club 35157 West St. Paul, MN 
Meets 1st & 3rd Wednesday, 5:00pm at West Side Lanes 
President Secretary/Treasurer 
Cheryl Bergstrom Donna Harens 
1031 Seminole Ave W 1019 Felix St 
West St. Paul, MN 55118 West St. Paul, MN 55118 
651-450-7391 H 651-457-0917 H 
651-687-7503 W 612-889-1804 C 
ckbergstrom@hotmail.com dharens@comcast.net 

 

Communication contest for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Chair 
is Donna Carik who can be contacted at cdcarik@bis.midco.net 
Eligibility is for young people through grade 12 with a hearing 
loss of 40 decibels or more 

 

We are not primarily put on this earth to see through one another, 
but to see one another through. 
 

Being in a good frame of mind helps keep one the picture of 
health. 

 

2010 – 2011 Oratorical Competition topic is “If I were Leader of 
the Free World, the First Issue I would address would be…..” 
Eligible contestants are students under the age of 19 by 12-31-10 
and who are educated in the United States, Canada or the 
Caribbean. Contact Rick Johnson  at optimistrick@q.com 
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Do you know kids who like to golf? Contact Don Clauson at 
fnbfx@centurytel.net for assistance in the USA or Fred Urso at 
furso@shaw.ca for Canadian assistance. 
  
Power is the ability to make change...Geneva Overholser 
 
  

How to Use Your Lieutenant Governor E-Mail Box 
Beginning October 1, 2010 

 
Accessing and using your e-mail box is simple. Just follow the easy steps below to take full advantage of 
this administrative tool. 
 
1. From any computer with Internet access, go to www.optmistmail.org. 
2. On the logon screen, type in your User ID, which is D followed by your two-digit District Number and 
Z followed by your two-digit Zone number (Example: D08Z01).  
3. The password for 2009-2010 is thebest. After this initial logon you will be able to change it to a 
password of your choosing. 
4. The next screen to appear will show you how many messages you have and allows you to use the email 
system. You will be able to read new messages, save or delete old messages, and send messages* 
5. Take a few minutes to explore the options available to you and become familiar with the e-mail system. 
By going to Account Options in the upper right corner, you can change your password; turn on the 
forwarding feature and more. 
6. When you are finished, simply click the “Log Off” button. 
 
If you experience trouble or have questions about the system, contact the Information Services Department 
at the International Office by e-mail at support@optimistmail.org or call 1-800-500-8130. 
 
*Your full e-mail address will be your User ID followed by @optimistmail.org (Example:   
D08Z01@optimistmail.org) 
Your district governor’s e-mail address will be DG + the two-digit District number @optimistmail.org 
(Example DG08@optimistmail.org) 
Your Clubs’ email addresses will be the five-digit Club number @optimistmail.org (Example: 
12345@optimistmail.org) 
 
 

Accessing Zone Records at www.optimistleaders.org 
Beginning October 1, 2010 

 
1. Go to www.optimistleaders.org and click on “Logon” on the right side of the screen. 
2. On the next screen, click the circle next to your District office. 
3. The User ID is your 2-digit District number followed by your two-digit Zone number (Example 0801). 
4. Your password is your last name followed by your ZIP/postal code (Example: smith12345 or 
smithA1B2C3). If you do not have a ZIP/postal code, the password will just be your last name. Note: Your 
last name and ZIP/postal code must match the information in the Optimist International database. 
5. Click the “logon” button 
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You really can change the world if you care enough…Marian 
Wright Edelman 
 

Children have more need of models than of critics. 
 
 

How to Use Your Club E-Mail Box 
Beginning October 1, 2010 

 
Accessing and using your e-mail box is simple. Just follow the easy steps below to take full advantage of 
this administrative tool. 
 

1. From any computer with Internet access, go to www.optimistmail.org. 
2. When the logon screen appears, type in your official five-digit Club number (Example: 12345).  
3. For a password, type in thebest . After this initial logon you will be able to change it to a password of 
your choosing. You control access to the email box by controlling who in your club knows the password. 
4. The next screen to appear will show you how many messages you have and allows you to use the email 
system. You will be able to read new messages, save or delete old messages, and send messages* 
5. Take a few minutes to explore the options available to you and become familiar with the e-mail system. 
By going to Account Options in the upper right corner, you can change your password; turn on the 
forwarding feature and more. 
6. When you are finished, simply click the “Log Off” button. 
 
If you experience trouble or have questions about the system, contact the Information Services Department 
at the International Office by email at support@optimistmail.org or call 1-800-500-8130. 
 
* Your Club’s email address will be your Club number followed by @optimistmail.org (Example: 
12345@optimistmail.org) 
Your District Governor’s email address will be DG + the two-digit District number @optimistmail.org 
(Example: DG08@optimistmail.org) 
Your Lt. Governor’s email address will be: D + the two-digit District number, Z + the two digit zone 
number @optimistmail.org (Example: D08Z01@optimistmail.org) 
 
 

Accessing Club Records at www.optimistleaders.org 
Beginning October 1, 2010 

 
At Optimist Leaders, you will be able to change Club rosters, check invoices, view Aging Reports, do 
Club Officer-Elect Report, see T-Shots and view the Scoreboard.  
 
1. Go to www.optimistleaders.org and click on the “Electronic Reports & Payments” icon. 
2. Click on the circle next to your Club office. 
3. The User ID is your 5-digit Club number. 
4. Your password is your last name followed by your Zip/postal code (Example: smith12345 or 
smithA1B2C3). If you do not have a Zip/postal code, the password will just be your last name. Note: Your 
last name and Zip/postal code must match the information I the Optimist International database. 
5. Click the “logon” button 
 
All of your Club’s officers (President, Secretary and Treasurer) will be able to access this information 
using their lat name and Zip/postal code as a password. 
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Accumulative Sponsor Member Pin 

 
Accumulative Sponsor Member Pin 
An Optimist may earn recognition for solely sponsoring a new Member (other than Charter Members) into 
any Optimist Club. The sponsorship is cumulative; the Members secured from one year apply toward the 
next year. 
 
New Members must be formally processed and added to the Club roster at the International Office 
before the items can be supplied. Sponsorship information should be provided on all Club Roster 
Adjustment forms. 
 
Applications may be submitted to the Membership Department at the International Office in written 
correspondence containing the following information:  
Name of recipient plus names and dates of Members sponsored by them. The pin will be shipped to 
the Governor for significant presentation and recognition at the District level. 
 
10 Members: Silver pin. Certificate of recognition. For sponsoring 10 or more members over any length 
of time. 
 
25 Members: Gold pin with one spinel. Certificate of recognition. For sponsoring 25 or more Members 
over any length of time. 
 
50 members: Gold pin with two spinels. Certificate of recognition. For sponsoring 50 or more members 
over any length of time 
 
75 Members: Gold pin with three spinels. Certificate of recognition. For sponsoring 75 or more members 
over any length of time 
 
100 Members: Gold Pin with four spinels. Certificate of recognition. For sponsoring 100 or more 
members over any length of time. Also available for 125, 150, 175, 200, 225 and 250. Maximum 250 
 

“Become a possiblitarian. No matter how dark things seem to be 
or actually are, raise your sights and see possibilities – always 
see them for they are always there”…Norman Vincent Peale 
 

The trouble with being a leader today is that you can’t be sure 
whether the people are following you or chasing you.  
 

In the end, the pessimist may be proved right, but the optimist 
has a better time on the trip. 
 

An Optimist is a person who thinks he can break up a traffic jam 
by blowing his horn. 
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DMM 2010-2011 Optimist International President  

Recognition and Governor Awards 
 
District Governor Recognition 
Honor Club: Receive a special mystery award for clubs need a net increase of three members from 10-1-
10. All club finances paid in full to OI and the district by 9-30-11. Complete a CPA book and three service 
projects. Requested reports on the A & A form need to be completed. Club President or Board member 
needs to attend 50% of district gatherings. 
  
Community Growth for Builder of Excellence: Individual receives a DMM District jacket for building a new 
club. 
 
Membership Awards  

Recruit:               

One   - new member to receive a DMM District pin   
Two  - new members to receive a Governor’s “Optimist…For The Health Of It” pin 
Three  - new members to receive a Band-Aids and Optimist mug   
Four  - new members to receive a Pedometer and Optimist pen 
Five   - new members to receive a First Aid Kit 

 
Optimist International President Recognition 
Distinguished District: Governor receives a Distinguished Governor’s Gold Ring by meeting 
member additions of net membership of + three; IRS 990 or Annual Review: International 
Headquarters by 1-15-12; build one Adult Club either personally and/or built by a club in the 
district. 
 
Distinguished Lieutenant Governor: Individual receives a special wristwatch by chartering at least 
one new adult Optimist club. All Clubs in the Zone must file the President’s Pride Report.  
 
Honor Club: Club receives OI pin, patch for banner (20% new member additions to the club’s 
member roster as of 10-1-10 and all dues to OI and the district paid by 9-30-11) 
 
Distinguished Club: Club receives a watch by completing honor requirements plus build one new 
club (adult or JOOI) add three Friends of Optimist (FOO).   
 
New Club Sponsor Patch: Club receives a patch by building a new club between 10-1-10 and 9-30-
11. 
 
Ten-Twenty-Thirty Golden Patch: Receive a patch by building 10, 20, or 30 clubs cumulatively 
since 7-1-51 presented with a corresponding Golden Patch at the International Convention in 
Baltimore.   
 
JOOI Sponsor Patch: Club receives a patch for building a JOOI club between 10-1-10 and 9-30-11. 
 
Building of Excellence: Individual receives a BOE medallion for building a new club. Sponsorship 
of a JOOI club does not qualify. 
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Options of Becoming an Optimist Member 

 
E-optimist 
Become an e-optimist by logging on to www.Optimist.org where you can be a subscriber or a 
contributor. The mission of the e-optimist is to discover, share and live optimism through an on-line 
network of positive thinkers. 
 
Friend of Optimists 
Have your friend become a Friend of Optimists (FOO) A Friend of Optimists must be 18 years or 
older and has all the rights and privileges of a regular Optimist member with the exception of voting 
at the International and District Conventions This includes a membership card, four issues of The 
Optimist magazine and a frame able copy of the Optimist Creed. A Friend of Optimists shall only be 
covered under Optimist International’s insurance when participating in an Optimist Club or District 
activity. By becoming a Friend of Optimists you demonstrate to the children and leaders in your 
community that you care about them being the very best that they can be. Your support allows the 
volunteer work of others to continue to reach millions of children worldwide. Becoming a Friend of 
Optimists allows you to leave your community a little better than when you found it. 
 
Life Member 
Honor a member of your club with a life membership. When a member becomes a Life Member, it is 
an investment in the future of Optimism as well as an honor and privilege to the Life Member. Any 
Optimist may become a Life Member, either by self-enrollment or by enrollment as a gift from a 
club, district, friend or relative 
 
Club Member 
The purpose of an Optimist Club is to develop Optimism as a philosophy of life utilizing the tenets 
of the Optimist Creed; to promote an active interest in good government and civic affairs; to inspire 
respect for law; to promote patriotism and work for international accord and friendship among all 
people; to aid and encourage the development of youth in the belief that the giving of one’s self in 
service to others will advance the well-being of humankind, community life and the world. Although 
we come from all walks of life, Optimist Club Members share one common trait. We know that we 
can make a difference in the lives of others. Our positive approach, upbeat outlook and commitment 
to create a more optimistic future for kids is what differentiates Optimist Clubs from any other 
volunteer opportunity. Invite your friends to become a part of your world by joining your club. 
Optimist Clubs can be traditional, sports clubs, non-traditional clubs, college clubs, associate clubs 
for countries with depressed economic conditions, twin clubs with two clubs from different countries 
forming a two-way exchange and youth clubs. 
                                 
Contacting Optimist International                      Optimist International Support   
Optimist International                                                 & Supplies (Canada) 
4494 Lindell Boulevard Optimist International    
St. Louis, Missouri, USA 63108 Service Centre (Canada) 
1-800-500-8130 or 314-371-6000 4559 Boul. Metroplitain Est 
Fax 314-371-6006 St-Leonard, QC HIR 1Z4 
Automated Voice Mail 1-800-678-8389 800-363-7151     514-593-4401 
 FAX 514-721-1104  
Supply Items Promotions Corall canadianservice@optimist.org 
1-866-739-9555              www.optimist.org 
www.optimistcanada.com 
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Other Important Optimist Websites 
Optimist International www.optimist.org - headquarters@optimist.org 

Optimist International Club and District Leaders Mail Box – www.optimistmail.org 

DMM District - www.optimist-dmm.org 

Club Email box - www.optimistmail.org 

Optimist International Forms and Materials - www.optimistleaders.org 

Canadian Materials & Supplies - www.optimiste.org 

Optimist Leaders zone & district records - www.optimistleaders.org 

                       
Report Deadlines for 2010 – 2011 

(Postmarked by date indicated) 
 
Club Roster Adjustment Forms     Immediately with any change 

Appointment of Club Foundation Representative   November 30, 2010 

Appointment of Childhood Cancer Representative  November 30, 2010 

Annual Club Planning Conference Report   November 15, 2010 

First Quarter Achievement and Awards Report   January 15, 2011 

Internal Revenue Services Form 990 (US Clubs)   February 15, 2011 

Second Quarter Achievement and Awards Report  April 15, 2011 

Club Officer Elect Report     May 20, 2011 

Third Quarter Achievement and Awards Report   July 15, 2011 

Community Project Award Entry    September 30, 2011 

Annual Club Activities and Banner Patch   October 10, 2011 

Fourth Quarter Achievement and Awards Report   October 10, 2010 

 

Wondering about our membership growth? Contact Jim 
Meyers at dmmpstgov@aol.com or Gary Lambert at 
blambert@comcast.net, Tom Miller millertrm@hotmail.com 
 
An Optimist thinks she can help her daughter with her 
homework; a pessimist doesn’t even try; and a realist gets 
someone else to help. 
 
Essay Topic for 2010-2011 “How my Education is the Key to 
a Successful Future” Eligible students are those who will be 
under 19 as of 12-31-10. Contact Sally Damm at 
Sallydamm3@mchsi.com 
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The Great Plains Region 

 
 
DMM  is part of the Great Plains 
Region led by Vice President Gloria 
Kloster. The Great Plains Region is 
comprised of the districts of Alberta, 
Montana, Saskatchewan and Northern 
Wyoming led by Governor Tim Bell. The 
district of Iowa led by Governor Gary 
Miner. The district of Nebraska led by 
Governor Russ Zeeb. The district of 
Southern Wisconsin led by Coryann St. 
Marie-Carls. The district of Wisconsin 
North and upper Michigan led by Mark 
Sprangers. Moreover, our district of 
North Dakota, South Dakota, Manitoba 
and Minnesota led by Governor Pat 
Sechser. We are larger than many 
countries! 

Great Plans Zone Alignment of the DMM 
 

Zone 1 Clubs: Assiniboia, MB; Brandon, MB; Winnipeg River East, MB; Winnipeg St. James, MB; 
Seven Oaks, Winnipeg MB; South Winnipeg, MB; Lorette, MB; Transcona, MB; Saint Boniface, 
MB   -   Lieutenant Governor Donna Suggitt 
 

Zone 2 Clubs: Dickinson, ND; Minot, ND   -   Lieutenant Governor Will Case 
 

Zone 3 Clubs: University of Mary, Bismarck, ND; Bismarck-Mandan-Missouri Valley, ND; 
Bismarck, ND; Jamestown, ND; Bismarck Central Dakota, ND B.S.C. Energy of Bismarck, ND     
Lieutenant Governor Arlene Olson 
 

Zone 4 Clubs: Fargo, ND; Fargo Southwest, ND; Grand Forks, ND; Valley City, ND; Wahpeton, 
ND; Casselton, ND   -   Lieutenant Governor Mike Jones 
 

Zone 5 Clubs: Noon-Black Hills, SD; Rapid City, SD; Rapid City Rushmore, SD; Spearfish, SD; 
Oahe of Pierre, SD; Deadwood-Lead, SD   -   Lieutenant Governor Carl Edwards 
 

Zone 6 Clubs: Aberdeen, SD; Brookings, SD; Huron, SD; Watertown, SD; Mitchell Area, SD     
Lieutenant Governor Carmen Bakken 
 

Zone 7 Clubs: Brandon Valley, SD; Yankton, SD; Sioux Falls, SD; Sioux Falls Sioux Valley, SD; 
Globe University, SD     Lieutenant Governor Gita Hendricks 
 

Zone 8 Clubs: Luverne, MN; Willmar, MN; Worthington, MN; New Ulm, MN; Greater Mankato, 
MN   -   Lieutenant Governor Val Watje 
 

Zone 9 Clubs: North Suburban, MN; St. Cloud State University, MN; Duluth, MN; Grand Rapids, 
MN; Central Minnesota Noon, MN; St. Cloud, MN   -   Lieutenant Governor Greg Anderson 
  
Zone 10 Clubs: Eden Prairie, MN; Glen Lake, MN; Northwest Suburban, MN; Prior Lake, MN; 
Richfield, MN; Bloomington, MN   -   Lieutenant Governor Linda Grulke 
 

Zone 11 Clubs: Minneapolis, MN; Rochester, MN; St. Paul, MN; West St. Paul, MN   -    
Lieutenant Governor Bill Reilly 
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PAST GOVERNORS 

 
SECTION 9 
Year  Governor  City  Sec/Treasurer   Convention 
22-23  Ernest Bethke  Milwaukee 
23-24  Edwin Wenzel  Milwaukee 
24-25  John Hume  Milwaukee 
25-26  John Courtney  St. Paul 
26-29  George Morton  Milwaukee   St. Paul MN 
29-30  John Mackie  Minneapolis 
30-31  David Onan  Minneapolis 
31-32  Thomas Montgomery  Milwaukee 
32-33  Harold Norman  Milwaukee 
35-36  Charles Chapman  Madison 
36-37  Samuel Myers  Racine 
33-35  Orrin Edwards  Minneapolis 
37-38  Fred Oelking  Sheyboyan 
38-40  William Twenge  Minneapolis 
40-41  Charles Pattison  Milwaukee 
41-43  Bert Miller  Madison 
43-44  Gunner Thorvaldson  Winnipeg 
44-45  Raymond Fryberger  Minneapolis 
45-46  Wyatt Maupin  Cedar Rapids 
46-47  Lewis Stocking  Milwaukee 
47-48  Louis Gysdesen  St. Paul 
48-49  Herb Hawkinson  Winnipeg   Milwaukee WI 
49-50  Golbert Schoales  Winnipeg   Duluth MN 
50-51  G. William Bartmess  Des Moines   Minneapolis MN 
51-52  John Lonegren  Minneapolis   Minneapolis MN 
52-53  Mel Reppen  Madison   Oshkosh, WI 
53-54  Don Hammond  Racine   Green Bay WI 
54-55  Richard Nazette  Cedar Rapids   Winnipeg MB 
55-56  Don Leary  Minneapolis   St. Paul MN 
56-57  Arthur Schmidt  Milwaukee   Madison WI 
57-58  Raymond Reinbolt  Iowa City 
 
DISTRICT 35 
58-59  Percy Hopkins  Minneapolis  Harold Swanson     Madison WI 
59-60  Harold Loyns+  Winnipeg  Peebles Kelly  Duluth MN 
60-61  Bob Heidbrink  Minneapolis  R.A. Olson  Cedar Rapids IA 
61-62  Irv Karlstadt  Duluth  Herb Forsberg  Davenport IA 
62-63  Max Hoemke  St. Paul  Arnie Jink  Winnipeg MB 
63-64  Phil Connell  Cedar Rapids  Morris Dicker  Sioux Falls SD 
64-65  Tom Mills  Sioux Falls  Dick Korstad  Duluth MN 
 
DISTRICT 35 DMM 
65-66  Dewey Briesch*  Minneapolis  Duane Baggas         St. Paul MN 
66-67  Tom Plante  Duluth  James Perala  Winnipeg MB 
67-68  Ted Coromode  Winnipeg  Reg Low  Brainerd MN 
68-69  Bob Sherman  Minneapolis  Dick Wilhoit Mpls/Gldn Vly 
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DISTRICT 35 DMM, con’t 
Year  Governor                    City          Sec/Treasurer        Convention 
69-70  Lowell Theilen  Minneapolis  Dick Wilhoit  Rapid City  
70-71  Joe Lytle*  Rapid City  Bob Lewis  Winnipeg MB 
71-72 Mort Nemy  Winnipeg  Bob Black  Sioux Falls SD 
72-73  Vic Reim*  St. Paul  Dick Wilhoit  Duluth MN 
73-74  Bob Beck*  Sioux Falls Gary Hartenfoff    Brainerd MN 
74-75  Gary Meyer*  Minneapolis  Dan Vaughn  Fargo ND 
75-76  Marty Rieschi  Duluth  Fred Olson  Duluth MN 
76-77  Herb Brown  Winnipeg  Barry McKee  Winnipeg MB 
77-78  Ken Haan*  Sioux Falls  Rod Knuth  Sioux Falls SD 
78-79  Tom Robeson*+  St. Paul  Art Cheney  Bloomington 
79-80  Russ Douglas  St. Paul  Tony Gnerre  Bismarck ND 
80-81  Dave Martin  Brookings  Gary Sheeley  Rochester MN 
81-82  Don Green Winnipeg  Bob Beasley  Fargo ND 
82-83  Lanny Oxton  St. Paul  Mark Banwart  Duluth MN 
83-84  Dick Swanson  Richfield  Ed Anderson  Rapid City SD 
84-85  Gary Sheeley  Brookings  Dave Martin  Minot ND 
85-86  Curt Voltz  Sioux Falls  Larry Sprenger     Winnipeg MB 
86-87  Howard Barlow  Fargo  James Berg  Sioux Falls SD 
87-88  John Loucks*  Rapid City  Monte Loos  Bismarck ND 
88-89  Don Berger  St. Cloud  Bill Pennings  Bloomington 
89-90  Al Peterson  Eden Prairie  Gary Lambert  Fargo ND 
90-91 Monte Loos  Rapid City  John Loucks  Aberdeen SD 
91-92  James Berg  Fargo Howard Barlow   Duluth MN 
92-93  Jim Meyers+  Bloomington  Gary Lambert  St. Cloud MN 
93-94  Don Clauson+ Brandon SD Don Hildebrand    Bismarck ND 
94-95  Don Bloedow Bloomington  Al Peterson  Winnipeg MB 
95-96  Gary Lambert  Eden Prairie  Jim Meyers  Worthington MN 
96-97  O.Q.Johnson Fargo  Gary Christian      Rapid City SD 
97-98  Moe Orlowski  Winnipeg  Lou Peltier  St Louis Park MN 
98-99  Ron Schatz  Bismarck  Faye Milller  Fargo ND 
99-00  Larry Pelzer  Winnipeg  Jo-Anne Pelzer    Minot ND 
00-01  Jack Dyvig  Sioux Falls  Marv Jensen  Sioux Falls SD 
01-02  Matt Posthumus  Winnipeg  Serge Houle  Winnipeg MB 
02-03  Lori Cook  St. Paul  Mike Cook  St. Cloud MN 
03-04  Terry Gorman  St. Paul  Jeri Gorman  Rapid City SD 
04-05  Gloria Kloster**  Brookings Glenn Anderegg  Rochester MN 
05-06  Arnie Odefey**  Richfield  John Bjostad  Bloomington 
06-07  Jim Dupre*  Rapid City  Don Stover  Duluth MN 
07-08  Marc Rougeau  Winnipeg  Jo-Anne Pelzer    Sioux Falls SD 
08-09 Lonnie Bertsch** Bismarck Faye Miller Deadwood, SD 
09-10  Susan Fix New Ulm Arnie Odefey Bloomington., MN 
 
 
   * Denotes Distinguished District 
 ** Distinguished & Outstanding 
 + Past International Vice President 
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New Member Induction and Pledge 
 

Ladies and Gentlemen:  

This occasion marks the beginning of your opportunity for participating through fellowship and 
friendship, in the activities of your Club on behalf of your community. Through your personal 
service as an Optimist you will have the opportunity to help repay, in various ways, the debt we all 
owe our community for the privilege of enjoying its many benefits. You will learn the Optimist 
Creed and its significance, a genuine challenge to the life of all men and women. You will be 
inspired by our slogan, “Friend of Youth”.  

In all these things, we seek to make our indelible mark on the life, progress and welfare of our 
communities, our nation and our peoples. Only by your regular attendance at meetings, and active 
participation in your Club’s activities, can you be rewarded with a fuller life and the self-satisfaction 
that comes to each of us as we serve our community and its youth.  

We therefore ask, as we admit you to the fellowship of Optimism, if you too, will join our company, 
our friendship and our fellowship, in an effort to strive toward these objectives. If you do, please 
answer, “I DO”.  

I__________________ do hereby pledge / that I will do my best /at all times / to live by the spirit of 
the Optimist Creed / and I will give of my time /and talents / as generously as possible / to support 
the activities / of my Club, /my District /and Optimist International.  

Now, being aware of the responsibilities, opportunities and privileges available to you as a member, 
on behalf of the officers and members of the Sponsor Club, the _____________ District and 
Optimist International, I am happy to offer you my hand of Optimist Friendship. We are happy to 
have you as a member.  

Your President ________________ will present you with your new member kit and your 
membership pin. President ________________will then review the expectations of each new 
member to join our Optimist Club.  

(If the President is conducting the Induction, the new member’s sponsor could present the new 
member kit and their membership pin.) 

 

 “Believe in yourself! Have faith in your abilities!  Without a 
humble but reasonable confidence in your own powers you 
cannot be successful or happy.”  
 
“Health is the greatest gift, contentment the greatest wealth, 
faithfulness the best relationship.” Buddha   
                     
Optimism offers insight into happiness, a pathway to joy, a 
world-view that makes us become stronger with each day.  A 
journey in Optimism will make you feel at your optimum as 
you adopt the Optimist’s mode. 
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Milestones of Optimist International 
 

1911  A new type of civic service organization, calling itself the “Optimist Club” forms in   
               Buffalo NY. 

1919 The first International Convention takes place in Louisville, KY with 11 Clubs and 1,298 
members in attendance.   

1922 Members adopt the Optimist Creed and the purposes that guide the organization today 
(service to youth, community and Optimism). 

1923 The future course of the organization was set by selecting the motto “Friend of the 
Delinquent Boy.” 

1924 Optimists revise their motto and become known as “Friend of the Boy.” The first Canadian 
Club charters in Toronto. Junior Optimist Clubs become an official part of the program. 

1928 First International Oratorical Contest is conducted. 

1929 Organization grows to 117 Optimist Clubs and 8,000 Members 

1936 The Life membership Plan is introduced at the Fort Worth Convention. 

1940 The organization continues to grow with 234 Clubs and 12,000 members. 

1953 First International Bike Safety Week is held. 

1954 Campaign against narcotics peddlers results in Congress passing the 1956 Narcotics Law. 

1957 Youth Appreciation Week first observed on an international basis. 

1960  A full-fledged campaign against pornography reaching school-age children through the     
   family mailbox begins. 

1963 Octagon Clubs for high-school students become an official part of the youth program. 

1964 To help reduce the number of high school dropouts, the Stay in School program launches. 

1965 In cooperation with the FBI and RCMP, Optimists initiate Respect for Law program. 

1967  Optimist Junior World Coif program forms. 

1969 50th Anniversary celebration. Board of Directors creates Optimist International Foundation. 

1972   L.I.F.E. – Living Is For Everything program kicks off at the convention in Montreal,   
               focusing on environmental issues. 

1973 Optimist adopts “Friend of Youth” as their new motto. 

1978 Optimist Junior Golf Prgram forms. 

1983 First official International Essay contest is sponsored. 

1984 “Just Say no” program used to educate youth on the dangers of substance abuse. 

1985 Optimist International Foundation reaches $2 million. 

1986 Organization grows to 3,800 Clubs and 160,000 Members 

1988 Junior Optimist Octagon International (JOOI) forms as the official Youth organization. 

1990 More than 20 Optimist Clubs charter in Hungary. 

1992   Optimists In Action Day pilot program unites 232 Clubs and hundreds of volunteers in a  
               massive single-day of community service. 

1993   Optimist International’s 75th Anniversary year kicks off at the Louisville, KY convention,  
   location of the first convention in 1919. First organization-wide Optimists In Action Day.   
   Alpha Clubs, created for grades one through four, become an official part of JOII. 
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Milestones of Optimist International, con’t 
 

1995  Junior golf tournament moves to Doral Golf resort and Spa in Miami, FL and is renamed  
              the Optimist International junior Golf Championships. 

1996  OIJGC finds a new home in the PGA National Resort & Spa. Morton International funds  
              safety awareness program – Always Buckle Children in the Back Seat. 

1997  ESPN covers the OIJGC, making Optimist International the first service Club organization  
  to ever have an event televised worldwide. 

1998 Optimist float wins the “National Trophy” in the Tournament of Roses. 

1999 Optimism celebrates 75 years in Canada 

2000  Optimist Childhood Cancer Program adopted as International Program to assist children  
              with cancer and their families. First Optimist International Junior Bowling Championship  
              takes place in Reno, N.V. 

2004  Optimist International partners with John Hopkins University to fund a cancer research  
              initiative as part of its Childhood Cancer Campaign. 

2005  Optimist International signs up its first Friend of Optimists, a class of membership that  
            allows individuals to show their support of the organization’s mission if they are unable to 

commit as a traditional Club member. The Optimist Junior Gold Program expands to 
include the optimist International Tournament of Champions for top-performing junior 
golfers ages 14 to 18. 

2006 Less than two decades after Optimist International welcomed women as members in the 
organization, Ronnie Dunn becomes the first female International President. 

2007  Theo W. Golding of Kingston, Jamaica, becomes the first International President from    
  outside Canada and the United States. 

2008  The organization begins an Internet Safety program to keep children educated and safe from  
  online predators. 

 

An Optimist believes that self-confidence and trust are the 
bedrock of things that are worth building. The Optimist 
believes embracing that which is worthwhile creates an inner 
feeling of creativity and well-being. The Optimist is also 
aware that the rock of confidence is subject to wear and tear 
by the elements, that we often face unpredictable difficulties 
and that not everything is “fair”. 
 

Some people inherently know that things will become better, 
that positive thoughts result in positive actions. However, do 
not confuse Optimism with naiveté. Most of us have to learn 
how to tap into Optimism in a world that can often be harsh.
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District Mission Statement 

To achieve the vision of the Dakotas-Manitoba-Minnesota District through a dedicated 
network of members committed to good health with an expanded sphere of service to its 
members, youth, and communities. 

 

Optimist International Mission Statement 

By providing hope and positive vision, Optimists bring out the best in kids. 

 

Five Purposes of Optimist International 

To develop optimist as a philosophy of life utilizing the tenets of the Optimist Creed; 

To promote an active interest in good government and civic affairs; 

To inspire respect for the law; 

To promote patriotism and work for international accord and friendship among all people; 

To aid and encourage the development of youth, in the belief that the giving of one’s self in 
service to others will advance the well-being of humankind, community life and the world. 

 

Youth Code     

I Promise to: 

Honor my parents and those to whom wisdom has come through experience. 

Respect the beliefs of others. 

Prize friendship and keep its sacred trust. 

Seek intellectual growth, physical development and avoid abuse of mind and body. 

Be diligent and give each task the priority it merits. 

Strive to be courteous at all times and truthful with everyone I meet. 

Practice thrift and put material matters in proper perspective. 

Respect all living things and help maintain the balance of life. 

Work to preserve our form of government and the freedoms it guarantees.  

I will value independence of mind and develop self-reliance, setting high goals in life and 
dedicating myself to the service of others. 

 
 

Do you know kids who like to golf? Contact Don Clauson at 
fnbfx@centurytel.net for assistance in the USA or Fred Urso 
at furso@shaw.ca for Canadian assistance. 
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